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-. INTRODUCTION 


A 
E 
Origin and General Character of the Bible 





By the term Bible is generally understood the 
sucred writings of the Christian Church, consisting of 
tw the Old Testament, or tj 
literature of the Jewish people, written origi 
Hebrew, and the New Testament, containing a 
record of the work and teaching of Jesus Christ and 
his apostles, written originally in Greek. 
The terms “' Bible '' and “ Testament" require 
some explanation. ‘The word “ Bible '' is (reated in 
English as a singular noun, but in ité original Greek 
form it was a plural, meaning ''the books." The 
original usage correctly expresses the fact that th 
sacred writings of Christendom are not so much one 
book, às a library or collection of many books, 


MS ue te See in character, and belonging to '- EN 
d ages. In course of time, the completed ~ 
collection of Jewish and Christian sacred writings 


. eame to be regarded as one whole, and growing 
sense of the unity of the sacred writings aea 
standard of faith anda rule of life accounts for the - 
B 
M bc os e; 
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ii INTRODUCTION 


modern use of the word Bible ina singular sense. 
"The term “ Testament '' is derived from a Latin 


- word, which, though ordinarily used in the sense of 


& will or a testamentary disposition ‘af property, 
was the uniform Latin translation of a Greek word 
‘Used inthe Christian Scriptures and in the Greek 
version of the Hebrew Scriptures in the sense of a 
ovenont, or more especially of the spiritual compact 
between God and His people, The Old and New 
‘Testaments are thus the names that have, from the 
second century of our era, been applied to the two 
great divisions of the sacred writings of Christen- 
dom, the Hebrew or the Jewish Scriptures contain- 
ing the record of the old covenant made by God 
with Moses, and the Greek or Christian Scriptures 
containing the record of the new covenant estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ with His disciples. These 
two divisions are regarded by the Christian Church 
as two vitally related parts of a progressive revela- 
tion given to the world in the line of Jewish history, 
‘of the mind, character and redemptive purpose of 
the Supreme Spirit and His relation to man. 

In certain important respects, the Bible may be 
regarded as one book, with one fundamental purpose 
underlying the whole record. The Old Testament 
sets forth to record the history of a process of divine 
education, the history of a nation which regards 
itself as being called by God to a special knowledge 
of Himself, in order that as a people and as 
individuals they might be witnesses and teachers of 
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divine truth to other nations. The New ‘Testament 
contains the record of what purports to be the eul- 
mination of Old Testament aspirations and hopes in. 
the person of Jesus, the anointed of God, wlio came 
to seck and to save the lost and establish the 





kingdom of God among men. "Whilebereis this — 


underlying unity in the sacred Scriptures, we must 
not forget that tho. Bible is really a literary: collec- 
tion, or a library, consisting of as many as sixty-six 
different books. Half a dozen of the shortest. books 
contain only some five hundred to a. thousand words. 
each. Half a dozen of the longest books on the 
other hand contain as many as thirty to forty 
thousand words each. "The authors of these books 
were all connected with one small country, 
Palestine, a strip of land lying at the eastern end 
of the Mediterranean Ses, about 180 miles from 
North to South, and about 85 miles in average 
breadth approximately the size of Wales. Such a 
country, bordering as it does on three continents, 

ia, Africa and Europe, was well fitted to produce 
a literature that is, by common consent, of world- 
wide interest and appeal. These books were not 
written at one time, but during period extending 
Perhaps over more than a thousand years, thirty- 
nine, the Old Testament, being originally written in 
a Semitic language, Hebrew (apart from a few 
chapters of two of the books which were written in 
a kindred dialect, Aramaic), and twenty-seven, the 
New Testement, in an Aryan language, Greek. 





























iv INTRODUCTION 
The books were not written by any single class or 
caste, but by governors, prime ministers, scholars, 
physicians, peasants and fishermen. The type of 
literature too contained in the Bible is of a very 
. varied character: Religious History, Sacred Law, 
' Prophetic Rhapsody, Proverbial Philosophy, Devo- 
^ tional Lyric, Personal Correspondence, Biographical 
Memoirs. "The world-wide character of the interest 
centering in these sacred writings and of the enthu- 
siasm they have inspired is evidenced by the fact 
that the Bible has been translated into some five 
hundred different languages and dialects, a. pheno- 
menon absolutely without parallel in the literary 
history of the world. It is not our purpose here to 
- discuss any theological questions or to raise any 
controversial issues arising from a study of the 
Bible. Our immediate concern is with the Bible as 
literature and its influence on literary history, and 
here all students of literature are atone in recog- 
nising it as ono of the great literary heritages of the 
race. It has, moreover, entered to such an extent 
into the life and thought and literature of some of 
the greatest peoples of the world that there is ample 
ground for the statement of Professor Moulton that 
"'he who is content to leave the Bible unstudied 
stands convicted as a halfeducated man," Much 
of Milton, for instance, is a closed book to a 
student ignorant of the outlines of the Bible 
story and its influence on the life-history of Western: 
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B 


" 

Outlines of the Bible Story 
(as set fourth in the narrative books of the Old and 
b New Testaments) 


te According to the arrangement of our English 
Bible, the Biblical literature consists of sixty-six 
books, the Old Testament containing thirty-nine, 


| 
; and the New Testament twenty-seven. The Old 
i ‘Testament books are usually divided into four groups 
4s follows :— 

l I, Law .. Genesis to Deuteronomy 5 books. 
i IL. History Joshua to Esther... 12 ,, 


IH. Poetry Job to Song of Solomon 5 ,, 
IV. Prophecy Isaishto Malachi ... 17 ,, 


89 books. 





The New Testament books consist of the 
following :— 


I. The Gospels we 4 books, 
IL The Acts of the Apostles se d book, 
TIL. The Epistles of St. Paul wus 18 books. 
IV. The Epistles to the Hebrews ^. 1 book. 
V. The General or Catholic Epistles ^ 7 books. 
‘VI, The Revelation ws d book. 


“a7 books. 
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The books of the Bible which may be regarded 
for the purpose of the Bible story, as narrative books 
are:— 


I. The Five Books of the Law. 
IL. The Twelve Historical Books. 
IIT, The Two Prophetical Books, Daniel and Jonah. 
IV. The Four Gospels. 
V. The Acts of the Apostles. 


We shall seek to review the main outlines of the 
Bible sfory as contained in the twenty-four narra- 
tive books indicated above. It may be noted that 
the division of books in the Hebrew Bible, differs 
considerably from that adopted in modern Bibles, 
the main difference being that most of the historical 
books are classed with the prophets. 


1. The Five Books of the Law. 





"These five books have, from the third century 
A.D., been knowa as the Pentateuch, a Greek word 
meaning ** the five-fold volume. The English titles. 
of the books, Genesis, etc., are taken from the 
Latin Version made in the fourth century A.D. and 
commonly known as the Vulgate, while the Vulgate 
derived the terms from the Greek Version made at 
Alexandria in the third century B.C. and commonly 
known as the Septuagint or the version of tho 
Seventy. Most modern scholars have adopted the 


mime Hexateuch or ‘' the six-fold volume "' to in- 


“clade the first five books of the Bible and Joshua, the 
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sixth book, on the ground that all six books have 
affinities in spirit and literary style, and that the 
same original documents, each with its special 
characteristics, served as materials used by a final 
editor or editors in giving the books their present 
form. 

Though these five books are known as the Books 
ofthe Law, they are largely narrative in character, 
their contents consisting of two elements, history 
and legislation. The book of Genesis begins with 
creation and primeval times, and passes on to 
Jewish patriarchal life in Canaan and later in Egypt. 
In Bzodus we are told of the hard bondage of Israel 
in Egypt, their deliverance under Moses and Aaron, 
the giving of the Law at Sinai, and the setting up of 
the Tabernacle as sanctuary. Leviticus is taken 
up chiefly with law and ritual, Numbers tells of the 
wanderings of the desert, and Douteronomy is a re- 
publication of previous laws in the form of farewell 
addresses of Moses to the people. Though the books 
contain these two main elements, history and Jaw, 
there is one aim kept steadily in view throughout. 
While the story begins with the early history of the 
world, and of mankind, it is plainly the history of 
the nation of Israel that is in view throughout, but of 
that nation as under special divine discipline and 
training, a nation chosen of Ged, in special relations 
with Him by covenant, and ordained to represent 
Him to the other nations of the world, that thereby 
all peoples may be blessed, A recognition of this at 
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the outset will help to an understanding of the Bible 
story, both of the Old and. the New Testaments, as 
one ordered scheme with a common unity and plan. 
The five books may now be referred to in slightly 
greater detail. 

(1) Genesis derives its name from a Greek word 
signifying origin or genealogy, and it conveniently 
designates the book which speaks of the origin of 
the world and of mankind, and sets forth the genea- 
logy of the chosen people. The first part of the book 
deals with the early history of mankind. All things 
are described ns having their origin at the hand of 
God. There was an orderly progression in the plan 
of creation, and man is represented as being created 
in the divine image. We are told the story of the 
entrunce of the sin and the spread of evil, leading to 
the judgment of the Flood, The world and all the 
movements of mankind are exhibited as under the 
guidance of the one God. After the Flood there is 
a new expansion of the race sprung from the family 
of Noah and # new growth of evil, culminating in 
the judgment of Babel, the confusion of tongues 
and the disperesion of mankind over the earth. 
‘Through the genealogy of Shem, one of the three 
sons of Noab, the line is traced down to Terah, the 
father of Abraham, with the story of whom begi 
the second part of the book, containing the patri. 








archal history. When Abraham was in Mesopotamia 


there came to bim a divine call to separate himself 
from his kinsmen and proceed to Canaan, the land 
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of promise, The changing fortunes of the fathers of 
the Jewish race, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, are set 
before us with dramatic force. Above all, they are 


viewed as the chosen recipients of the divine 2 


covenant, devoted to divine mission. The last 
portion of the book is principally occupied with 
the elaborate story of Joseph and his brethren, 
sons of Jacob, and their settlement in Egypt. This 
forms the link between the family of Abraham and 
the world empire of Egypt; and the account of the 
promotion of Jeseph to be prime iter of Pharaoh 
and of the constancy of his devotion to truth and 
faith and kindred, forms a noble climax. 

Moulton remarks regarding the Ge 
tives: " Tho spirit of the whole is Primi 
and as such the literary interest has never been sur- 
passed. The devout spirit of Abraham, the world’s 
first missionary, the tent life of Sarah and Hagar, 
or Leah and Rachel and their maids, the idyllic nego- 
tiation by which the marriage of Rebekah is arranged, 
the perplexities of a patriarchal family in the midst of 
settled peoples, the fraternal strife of Esau and 
Jacob, the character development of Jacob that 
hovers so strangely between shrewd worldliness and 
the dawning of a spiritual life—these touch the 
modern imagination with as much force as the psy- 
chology of the latest novel.” 

(2) Ezodus, the second book, is so called from a 
Greek word meaning ''a going out." It relates the 
history of the Hebrew nation from the death of 
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Joseph to the second year of the wanderings in the 
desert. The book differs from Genesis in that it 
deals no longer with Israel as a family, but as a 
nation, and instead of a continuous narrative, we 
have now a combination of history and law. The 
historical section of the book records the great 
increase of Jacob's posterity in Egypt, their oppres- 
sion under a new dynasty which knew not Joseph, 
the birth, education and flight of Moses, and his 
marriage with a daughter of the priest of Midian, 
his call at the burning bush to be the deliverer of hi 
people in association with Aaron, his return to Egypt 
as aresult of the divine call, his first ineffectual 
attempt to prevail upon Pharaoh to let the Israelites 
go, which only resulted in an increase of their 
burdens, the continuance of the struggle with 
Pharaoh, and the infliction of the ten “plagues, 
by means of which the deliverance of Tsrael is at 
length accomplished; the institution of the feast of 
‘the Passover, including the slaying of the first-born 
of Egypt, and the passing over of the dwellings of 
the Israelites whose doors were sprinkled with the 
blood of the slain lamb; the passage, under divine 
leading, of the Israelites through the Red Sea and 
the destruction of the Egyptian host, the song of 
rejoicing over deliverance and the subsequent arrival 
at Sinai after a providential supply of manna and of 
water in the dry wilderness. The passage of the 
Red Ses, however explained, left an abiding mark 
‘on the national memory. Asa well-known scholar, 
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Cornill, says, '' This overwhelming moment created 
the people of Israel; they never forgot it. There 
they recognised the God of their fathers, who with 
strong hand and outstretched arm had saved His 
people, and brought them out of the house of 
bondage, out of Egypt." For some time after this 
great deliverance, Israel remained in the neighbour- 
hood of Sin: ind here Moses gave himself to the 
great task of his life, the religious organisation of 
the people of Israel. A covenant between Jehovah 
and the people of Israel was concluded. The divine 
destiny of Israel was to be ‘a kingdom of priests, a. 
holy nation." There were given the ten com- 
mandments, defining in brief form the duities men 
owe to God, and to one another. The essential 
elements in the religious faith of Moses, as exhibited 
l in the ten commendments, included belief in a 

personal God who:e fundamental attributes were 
I righteousness and merey, and who required from His 
H people righteous conduct, justice and brotherly kind- 
C 











» mess between man and man. The remainderof the 
t book includes an important body of social laws and 
, religious observances known as the Book of the 
Covenant, and an account of the construction and 
dedication of the Tabernacle, a portable sanotuary, 
regarded as having been erected by Moses at Sinai, 
im accordance with Divine instructions. 

(8) Levitious — (so called because it deals — with 
Levitioal or priestly laws) is almost purely legi 
tive, and the laws enacted are civil, ceremonial, 
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‘moral, religious and sanitary. A large part of the 
book is occupied with instructions for the service of 
the sanctuary. The historical narratives in the book 
are but few. 

(4) Numbers is so called from the fact that it 
gives an account of the double numbering of the 
people for military purposes, first at Sinai and after- 
wardsat Moab. It is a brief record of what the 
people of Israel did from the second year after 
leaving Egypt up to their arrival on the borders of 
Canaan, in the fortieth year of their journeying. As 
A combination of law and narrative, rather than as a 
legislative code, it is more akin to Ezodus than to 
Leviticus. The point towards which the narrative 
moves is the occupation of Canaan, the promised 
land. The need of stern discipline is constantly 
enforced. Slaves under the taskmasters of Pharaoh 
must become a people fitted to enter upon a career 
of conquest. On account of their fear and lack of 
faith, the people were destined to wander for a whole 
generation in the wilderness. A new military nation 
.grew up, who were an army of daring and disciplined 
warriors, with no traditions of slavery, but inured to 
hardness and discipline. The occupation of Canaan 
under Joshua, the successor to Moses, is thus confi- 
dently anticipated. The book is remarkable for the 
number of fragments of ancient poetry preserved 
án it. 

(5) The fifth book, Deuteronomy, derives its title 
from a Greek word, meaning '' repetition of the law,'" 
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and as a matter of fact much of the legislation given 
in Deuteronomy, though inspired by a different. 
spirit, is found in previous books, and a similar 
remark applies to the historical portion. ‘The scene- 
of the book is laid in the plains of Moab ; and the 
time is the interval of forty days between the close 
of the wanderings in the wilderness, and the cross- 
ing of the Jordan. The greater part of the book is- 
tuken up with what is represented to be a series of 
three discourses, spoken to the people by Moses 
before his death. In these discourses, Moses re- 
views the events and experiences of the past forty 
yeurs, and founds on them repeated exhortations to 
loyalty to Jehovab, and total abandonment of 
all other forms of worship. The nucleus of the 
book (Chapters XILXXVI) which is a part of the 
second discourse, contains a series of laws in regard 
to religion and religious worship, political life, social 
and domestic relations. One sanctuary only is 
recognised, and the various idolatrous rites and 
customs characteristic of the local shrines in Canaan 
fare severely condemned. The final chapters (XXXI- 
XXXIV) are of the nature of appendices, and con- 
tain Moses’ charge to Joshua, the song and blessing 
of Moses and his death. 


II, The Historical Books. 


‘Tho twelve historical books of the Old Testament 
contain the history of Israel from the first occupa- 
‘tion of the Promised Land to the return from captivity. 
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and the activities of Ezra and Nehemiah (i. ¢., 

from about 1200 B.C. to about 450 B.C.), thus 

‘ comprising the periods of the Judges, the monarchy 
and the captivity. 

(1) The Book of Joshua is named from its prin- 

cipal character, the suecessor of Moses, and the 

Jeader of Israel in their invasion of Canaan. Modern 

75 scholars generally connect the Hook of Joshua with 

the Pentateuch, on the ground that it is intimately 

connected with it in contents and literary structure, 

and describes the final stage in the history of the 

origin of the Hebrew nation. The first six books of 

the Old Testament are, as already noted, generally 

referted to by modern scholars, as the Hexuteuch, to 

E. emphasise their unity. It needs, however, to be 

Kt borne in mind that all Hebrew history is a unity in 

r . which the conquest of Palestine is merely an incident. 

7. 7 mphe Book of Joshua relates the main operations 

! by which the people of Israel under Joshua obtained 

; possession of Canaan. Spies were sent out to inspect 

"the land, and they returned with a hopeful report, 

iter the crossings of the Jordan, the city of Jericho 

. is captured, and later Ai. The striking events of 



















| what is regarded by the Israelites as a holy war, 
I extending over many years, are described. In all 
J ‘thirty-one kings were defeated. ‘The complete sub- 
rx jugation of the enemy, however, was accomplished 


‘slowly and with difficulty. Apart from the general 
campaign, individual Israelite tribes fought for them- 
selves, and gradually extended their borders. Tt 





INTRODUCTION 


would appear that the Canaanites were somewhat 
more advanced than the Israelites in the arts of 
civilisation ; but their moral life was so unutterably 
depraved, that pious Israelites regarded themselves 
as being under divine compulsion to engage in a war 
of extermination. Their intention, however, fell far 
short of complete realisation. The division of the 
conquered territory and the settlement of the Israel- 
ite tribes upon it, occupy the second part of the 
book, and Chapters XIII, XXI have consequently 
been called the Doomsday Book of the Old Testa- 
ment. It is related that Joshua set up the Taber- 
nncle in Shiloh, where all sacrifices were ta be 
offered, and all feasts kept. 

(3) The Book of Judges carries on the history 
of Israel from the death of Joshus. The period 
probably extended from about 1200 to 1020 B.C. - 
‘The judges, whose deeds are described in the book, 
were great tribal chieftains who owed their office to 
Personal prowess, The age was a period of great 
tribal restlessness, and wave after wave of attempted 
invasion broke over the land. ‘Those who succeeded 
in defending the national cause against enemies 
became the judges of the people. "The book contains 
the exploits of several of these—Othniel, Ehud, 
Deborah and Barak, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson. 
The notable feature about Samson is that all his 
heroie deeds were done single-banded. He was a 
giant hero rather than a military leader as the other 
judges were. During this period, the process of 
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4 
amalgamation between the Isruclites and the 
Canaanite tribes previously inhabiting the land went 
steadily on. Canaanite culture was imbibed, but 
contact with Canaanite corruption in most cases 
weakened the moral fiber of the Israelites. 

(8) The Book of Ruth is really a family story of 
idyllic charm and interest. Ruth, a woman of 
Moab, who bad married an Israclite in the land of 
Moab, refuses, on becoming a widow, to desert her 
a Israelite mother-in-law, and returns with her to 
Bethlehem in the land of Judah, and there marries 
a kinsman of lier husband and through him becomes 
an ancestress of David. The freedom of the book 
from ordinary Jewish exclusiveness is paralleled in 
. the Old Testament only by the Book of Jonah. 
(4) The First Book of Samuel, In the three 
double books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles, is 
e the record of the rise, glory and fall of the 

7  Toraclitish monarchy, ‘The three leading characters 
te, Tin ue books of Samuel are Samuel, Saul and David. 
The first book of Samuel opens with the birth and 

tion of Samuel, and his call to the prophetic 

(3 at Shiloh. After the death of Eli, Samuel 
becomes Judge of Israel. He saves the people from 

the invading Philistines, and successfully adminis- 

e affairs of the nation, In his old age, he is 
in the judgeship by unworthy sons, and 
the people to ssk Samuel to appoint a 
them ; and after warning them of the 
which this would lead, he anoints Saul 
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asking. The people had not risen to te theocratic 
ideal. The king, however, was to consider himself 
strictly as God's anointed vicegerent. Saul did not 
satisfy this condition, and the crown was, therefore, 
in due course transferred to David and his descen- 
dans. The second part of the book described the 
gradual fall of Saul, and the rise of David. The 
book ends with the suicide of Saul. 
(©) The Second Book of Samuel gives an account 
of the reign of David, first at Hebron in conflict 
with Ishbosheth, Saul's son, over Judah alone, and 
then at Jerusalem as undisputed monarch over all 
Israel, ‘Tho king's victories over all his enemies, . _ 
and the magnificence of his court are duly described ; 
but the other side of the picture is presented in the 
account given of David's grievous sim, and other — 
troubles of the reign, especially the rebellion of his - 
son Absalom. The books of Samuel are of impor 
ance as shewing the transition from the unsettled 
period of struggle under the judges to the more - 
established conditions of national life that prevailed ^" — 
. under the monarchy. ‘The line of David lasted to & 
the close of the national history. "n 
(6) & (T) The First and Second Books of Kings 
contain the history of the Jewish nation from the 
closing years of David till the end of the monarchy, 
and the departure to Babylon, extending over about 
430 years. This includes three periods. (a) The un. 
divided monarchy under Solomon. The wisdom of _ 
Solomon, the arrangements of his court, his great 
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ecclesiastical and priestly tendency, which extends 
through the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

(10) & (11) The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, The 
book of Ezra was combined by the Jews with that of 
Nehemiah, the two being regarded as constituting a 
single work, and forming with the books of Chronicler. 
4 consecutive history of which Chronicles is the 
first half. All four books have a common interest 
in statistics and genealogies, and a common sympathy 
for the ecclesiastical side of Jewish life. The whole 
period of history covered by Ezra and Nehemiah is a 
little over a century, vis., from 530 B.C. to 432 B.C.; 
but they do not profess to give a complete history 
of the period so much as a description of selected 








‘incidents, The first part of Ezra relates the’ history 
of the return of a remnant of the Jews from eapti- 


vity, under Zerubbabel, prince of Judsh, in the 
first year of Cyrus 536 B.C. Enemies, 
especially the people of mixed descent dwelling in 
is, for a time stop the building of the 
ue but the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, 
urge the renewal of building operations, and the 
temple is at last finished and dedicated. ‘The second 
part of the book relates the journey of Ezra, a- 
prominent scribe and priest, to Jerusalem from the 
Persian court and his work in that city. He insti- 
tutes social and ecclesiastical reforms of a far-reach- 
“ing character, all in the direction of securing a more 
rigid observance of the ancient laws and customs- 
of the Hebrew faith as set forth in the written Word. 
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‘The first section of the book of Nehemiah relates the 
story of Nehemiah, cup-bearer to king Artaxerxes, 
—how, having beard of the misery in Jerusalem, he 
receives a commission from the king to go there, and 
having arrived how he completes the building of the 
walls of the city, in spite of the mockery and 
opposition of enemies. The second part of the 
book records the joint work of Ezra and Nehemiah 
in the religious reorganisation of the people. ‘The 
Law was publicly read at a great assembly of the 
people; then followed a solemn observance of the 
Feast of Tabernacles or Booths (the Jewish harvest- 
bome, commemorating also the wanderings in the 
wilderness) at which there was a similar daily reading 
of the Law. The people separated themselves from 
strangers, and bound themselves by solemn covenant 
to carry out the requirements of the Law. The book 
closes with an account of the second return of 
Nehemiah from the Persian court, and the energetic 
mensuros taken by him to reform the glaring abuses 
that had crept in. 

Two outstanding facts of significance in connec- 
tion with this period need to be noted. The one is 
the position which the written Word takes in the 
religious life of the people. The other is the opposi- 
‘tion of the Saraaritans which later developed into a 
rival worship. 

(12) The Book of Esther takes its name from. 
the Jewish maiden who is the principal character in 
‘the historical epiiode which it relates, It was 


Ss 263] 
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written to explain the origin of the Feast of Purim. 
The book relates how Esther, foster-daughter of 
Mordecai, a Jew, was chosen by the Persian king 
Abssuerus (identified with Xerxes), as his wife in 
place ofthe disgraced queen Vashti, and how she 
brought about the great deliverance of her people 
which is commemorated in the Feast of Purim, 
Haman, the king's prime minister, had issued a 
decree for the extirpation of all the Jews, and had 
prepared to hang Mordecai; but Mordecai, who had 
detected a conspiracy against the king's life, was 
raised to great honour, and Haman was hanged on 
the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 
Esther then prevailed upon the king to counteract 
the former edict by another, permitting the Jews. 
everywhere to destroy their enemies. 








The story is one of great dramatio power, and 
probably uses with freedom the historical data on 
which it is based. It is noteworthy as exhibiting 
ina marked degree the spirit of exclusiveness and 
national pride that came to be a characteristic of 
later Judaism, 


III, The Two Prophotical Books, Daniel and Jonah. 


Tbe Hebrew prophets  werea series of men 


appearing throughout the history of Israel, who 
claimed and were acknowledged to be in a special 
manner exponents of God's will, interpreters of the 


- divine mind and purpose to their day and generation. 
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They were men endowed with that spiritual 
vision which gave them knowledge of the divine will 
and that power of utterance which enabl to 
declare the divine message with power. They were, 
therefore, not so much foretellers of events 
though that was a recognised feature of the prophet's. 
work —as men who told forth to others the will of 
the Divine Spirit that moved them. We may 
distinguish three periods in the history of Jewish 
prophecy: (1) Occasional manifestations before the 
time of Samuel. Abraham is called a prophet and 
Aaron is described as a prophet or spokesman to 
Moses. Moses himself was pre-eminently a spokes- 
man of God, and therefore a typical prophet. 
During this early period, however, the term prophet 
is but seldom used of the special messengers of God. 
(2) The rise and growth of the institution of prophecy, 
from Samuel to Amos. The prophetio communities 
known as ' the sons of the prophets" first appear 
in the time of Samuel. Theso communities may, be 
described as training schools for religious purposes, 
established with the object of maintaining a suc- 
cession of men animated by the prophetic fire, 
though, sometimes, they came to be characterised 
by subservieney to the powers that be. Music 
formed a prominent part of their worship. Saul 
‘was at one time brought under their influence, and 
men like Samuel, and later on, Elisha, exercised a 
commanding influence over them. ‘The true prophet, 
as a man endowed with the spirit of God, did not 
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hesitate to rebuke and oppose an unfaithful king. 
Elijah is the best type of the uncompromising and 
undaunted reformer. Itis to the schools of the 
prophets that we probably owe the preservation of 
national traditions and the beginnings of historical 
literature in Israel. (3) The period marked out by 
the prophetical writings that have come down to us. 
Amos, the first in chronological order of the prophets 
whose writings are preserved, introduces what may 
be regarded as the golden age of prophecy, in which 
Isaish stands as the great central figure. In our 
English Bible, we have the writings of what are 
called the four major prophets, and the twelve minor 


prophets. They are not arranged in chronological 
order, and the exact determination of their chrono- 
logy is not always possible. But the main facts are 
clear, Amos and Hosea stand first, and belong to 
the northern kingdom, flourishing about the middle 
of the eighth century B.C. ; Isaiah and Micah 
prophesied inthe southern kingdom a little later. 
Zepbanish and Nahum belong to the early part of 
the seventh century B.O. All these six flourished 
in what is known as the Assyrian period of Jewish 
history. In the opening years of that period, the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah under the two able 
kings, Jeroboam and Uzziab, had entered upon an era 
of unexampled prosperity. Wealth increased greatly 
and splendid places were built for the rich. But the 
poor, while they saw prosperity increasing around 
them, were daily becoming poorer, through the 
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exactions of their wealthy fellow-countrymen. 
Towards the close of this era of outward prosperity, 
the power of Assyria steadily increased, and the king 
of Assyria ultimately captured Samaria, and took 
away many of the Israclites as captives to his own 
dominions. Judah escaped when Samaria fell, and 
in the reign of Hezekiah, when the prophet Isaiah 
exercised a marked influence on national policy, the 
Assyrian monarch, Sennacherib, was obliged to raise 
the siege of Jerusalem and fice to his own land. 
These conditions are clearly reflected in the writings 
of the prophets referred to. Throughout they teach 
that unflinching loyalty to God in all individual 
and national concerns is the one secret of true 
greatness and stability. They stood for individual 
and national righteousness, and represented the 
highest civic consciousness of their time. While 
they were men of their time, they were emphatically 
above their time. When ethical and religious 
standards were imperfect or degenerate, they stood 
for the holiness of God, as opposed to human sin and 
wickedness, for the sovereignty of God, as opposed 
to all forms of idol worship, and for the unity of 
God, maintaining that the God of Nature is also 
the God of Providence, the Ruler of Men. The 
political and social history of Israel as a people 
cannot be rightly understood without taking into 
account the great influence exercised by the pro- 
phets. This influence continued to be exercised by 
other prophetic figures after the Assyrian empire 
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had come to an end. Nineveh, its capital, was be- 
sieged by Babylonians and Medes, and fell in 607 
B.C. ; and by his defeat of the Egyptians at 
Carchemish on the Euphrates, Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon became master of the world in 605 B.C. 
In the prophecy of Nahum we have a fierce exalta- 
tion over the doom of Nineveh; and Habakkuk, 
surveying the ruined condition of his time, declares 
with invincible assurance “the just man shall live 
by his faithfulness." The central part of Jeremiah’s 
heroic ministry also falls here; and when the Baby- 
lonian armies surrounded Jerusalem previous to its. 
fall, with inspired optimism he spoke of the new 
covenant which God Himself would write on the 
hearts of the people, and so kept alive that faith in 
^ spiritual kingdom, that became in later years the 
prevailing note in the teaching of Jesus Himself. 
The fall of Jerusalem brought with it changes. 
Ezckiel adopted and expanded many of Jeremiah's 
ideas, and, aecording to the view of most modern 
scholars, the great spiritual message contained in 
the second part of the Book of Isaiah (Chapters 
XL-LXVI) was delivered by a great unknown seer to 
the captive exiles in Babylon. The ministry of 
Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi was exercised after 
the return from captivity in whst is known as the 
Persian period. Joel and-Obadiah are of uncertain 
date, somo placing them among the earliest prophets, 
and others after the exile. Jonah the prophet 
lived in the eighth century B.C. though mony 
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scholars regard the book bearing his name as post- 
exili. Daniel, while classed among the great pro- 
phets in the English Bible, was not thus regarded 
by the Jews, and his book was included by them, not 
in the prophetic division of the sacred literature, but 
in another division known as" The writing." All 
this raises intricate literary and historical problems 
which cannot be discussed here. 

(1) The Book of Daniel falls into two sections, 
of which the former narrates incidents in which 
Daniel played a prominent part, and the latter con- 
tains visions which he saw. Whatever may be the 
conclusions of critical scholarship regarding such 
problems as the date, authorship and historicity of 
the book (many scholars for instance place the author 
of the book in the age of Antiochus Epiphanes, of 
the second century B.C.), the literary qualities of 
Daniel are unaffected. Itcontains stories that have 
always been the delight of the young, and many of 
its expressions and salient idens have been absorbed 
into the common heritage of literary speech. "The 
historical section contains the stories of the training 
of Daniel and his three captive companions; Nebu- 
chadnezzar's dream of great empires, and Daniel's 
interpretation thereof; the fiery furnace, and the 
deliverance of the faithful three by their God; Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s vision of the great tree, and tho 
account of the stricken king; the impious feast of 
Belshazzar and the handwriting on the wall; the den 
of lions and the deliverance of Daniel therefrom. 
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The prophetic section of the book is taken up with 

the visions of Daniel, and deals with the rise and 
fall of successive world powers and the final triumph 
of the kingdom of God. 

Practically nothing is known of a definite 
veharacter regarding the personality of Daniel, apart 
from what is recorded in the book bearing his name. 
The Daniel referred to by Ezekiel (XIV. 14, 20; 
XXVIII. 8) is clearly a celebrated ancient prophet. 
Tho Daniel that stands forth as a spiritual leader of 
the captive Jews, and a resident of Babylon, may 
have been so named after the unknown patriarch 
mentioned by Ezekiel. In the Greek Bible there are 
certain additions to the Book of Daniel as we know 
it. One addition, known as The History of Susanna, 
relates how Daniel in his youth, by his great wisdom 
and clever cross-questioning of the two evil mon 
concerned, delivered the chaste and beautiful 
Susanna from condemnation to death upon a shame- 
ful charge. Shakespeare must have had this story 
in mind when he made Shylock exclaim ‘a Daniel 
come to judgment | "* 

(2) The Book of Jonah. All that we know of 
Jonah is derived from the book that bears his name, 
and from the statement in 2 Kings XIV. 25, which 
enables us to place him early in the reign of Jero- 
boam IL. He predicted the success of Jeroboam in 
restoring tho ancient boundariés of Israel. The book 
does not claim to be the work of Jonah. The style 
ot the book is that of a narrative not of prophecy, 
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and in this respect it differs from all the other 
ordinary prophetical books. The contents of the 
book are familiar. 

Jonah, commissioned by the Lord to cry against 
the great and wicked city of Nineveh, the capital of 
Assyria, flees in the opposite direction, taking a ship 
to Tarshish, so that he may escape the presence of 
the Lord, A storm arises and Jonab, indicated by 
lot as the cause of it, is cast into the sea, which 
then becomes quiet, and the prophet is saved, being 
swallowed by a great fish, and subsequently dis- 
gorged. A second time Jonah is ordered to Nineveh, 
and this time he proclaims his message, '* yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” The 
people of Nineveh, alarmed and repenting of their 
wickedness, fast and put on sackcloth. They ery 
mightily, to God for forgiveness; their prayer is 
graciously answered and the threatened destruction 
averted. Jonah is greatly displeased, when he finds 
the city is not to be destroyed; but God teaches the 
prophet by the grief shown by him at the withering 
of a gourd, the lesson of ie compassion on man 
and beast. The book is ''a repudiation of that 
narrow-minded particularism which would confine to 
Israel, a salvation of which the very nature of God 
‘and the susceptibilities of the human conscience 
everywhere prophesy the universality.” It is highly 
probable that the outlines of the narrative are his- 
torical, but it is equally probable that the author 
freely worked on the material and subordinated 
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«everything to the conveying of spiritual truths. As 
in regard to Shakespeare's characters, so in regard to 
Jonah it is not the extent of their historicity that 
counts, though that is in many cases very consider- 
able; but the elements of abiding value are the 
analysis of motive, the insight into character and the 
universal moral truths enforced. From this stand- 
point, there is no book in the Old Testament which 
more effectively prepares the way for the teaching of 
Jesus in its universal aspect and world-wide appeal. 


The Interval be tween the Old and the New 
Testaments. EU 


There is an interval of some four and a half 
centuries between the activity of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
and the birth of Jesus, Some brief account of Jewish 
history is necessary to bridge the gap between the two 
Testaments before we proceed to a consideration of 
the Gospel story. Reference has already been made to 
the disruption of the Davidie kingdom after the death 
‘of Solomon. Ten tribes revolted under Jeroboam and 
formed the kingdom of Isracl, while the other two, 

Judah and Benjamin, formed the kingdom of Judah 

under Rehoboam, Solomon's son. In regard to most of 
the nineteen kings of Israel it is said that they did evil 
in the sight of the Lord. ‘‘Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin '' is especially condemned for 
establishing the worship of the golden calf, while 
the names of Absb and his queen Jezebel became 
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synonymous with cruelty. The last king, Hoshes, was 
Overthrown by Sbalmaneser, king of Assyria, who 


, also carried off many of the people into captivity. 


"There is no record of their return. Several of the 
kings of Judah, such os Hezekiah and Josiah, were 
consistent and enthusiastic followers of the religion 
of Jehovab. In due course, however, the southern 
kingdom was overtaken by the same fate as the 
northern, and many of the nation carried off to 
captivity in Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. Many of 
the exiles settled down in comfort, if not 


^. 92 content, but they retained their own institutions, 


hers passionately longed to return. We have 
‘seen, how at the beginning of the Persian period, a 
number of the exiles were allowed by Cyrus the 
Great, king of Persia, to return, and how Jerusalem 
and the temple were rebuilt under the direction of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. Lifeand religion were orga- 
nized on a stable basis, and the charge of affairs was 
given in the main to the elders, or heads of families, 
with a high priest at their head. Out of this 
council of elders rose the Sanhedrin, the great council 
of the Jews, in later times. The era of the Jewish 
captivity, it has been said, was '' one of the most 
mysterious and momentous periods in the history of 
humanity. What were the influences brought to 
‘bear upon the captives during that time we know not. 
But this we know that from a reckless, lawless, god- 
Jess populace they returned transformed into a band 
‘of puritans,” Then too, only very little information 
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of a definite character is available as to’ the 
precise condition that prevailed during the peti 
Persian influence in the century that followed à 
time of Nehemiah; but it is known especially from ^ | 
the literature of the period that an inténse deyotion =” 
to the law was begotten in the minds of the Jewish” — — 
people. The" prophets gradually disappeared from 
Jewish history, and the Written Law became the 
moral and spiritual constitution of Israel, the text- 
book of a society which was both chureh and state. 
‘There appeared in Judaism a new typ tho. 
scribe, who combined in ‘himself: 
preacher, scholar, lawyer and magistral 
this period too arose synagogues or local places of ' 
worship where systematic instruction in the Law 3 y 
was given. n 

The conquests of Alexander the Great (894-928 
B.C.) put an end tothe Persian dominion, Jeru- 
salem seems to have come peaceably into his 
possession. After Alexander's death, a period of . 
fierce fighting ensued among his generals for the 
possession of his dominions. Seleucus, originully à — . 
cavalry officer of Alexander, became satrap of Baby- 
lon, and later, master of Syria and a great part of the 

4. His dynasty is known as that of the eae 

lemy Soter, one of Alexander's generals, 
king of Egypt and pa dynasty there. 
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they built synagogues and practised their religious 

QM - The result was to bring them into closer touch 

sr iid with Greek and Hellenic te&üdencies. 

Eo ptian Jews translated their Hebrew scrip- 
VH ‘ey to Greek, a version that came to be known as 
the ‘Septuagint, because it was supposed to have been 
"lade by seventy or, more strictly, seventy-two, trans- 

me: lators at the command of one of the Ptolemies. 
Antiochus the Great, fifth in succession from Seleucus, 

ined a decisive victory over the 
. and made himself overlord of 
the Syrian capital, was a great 
and the result of the Syrian 
3 t supremacy was to open fresh channels for the 
" entrance of Hellenizing principles into Judah;-dis- 
“anion arose among the Jews themselves, conflicts en- 
sued between the powerful Greek party in Jerusalem 
and the old patriotic party known as the Chusidim or 
righteous ones, the forerunners of the Pharisees of the 
New Testament, who were devoted to the Law and 
refused to enter into any compromise with the 
Hollenizing policy. The Syrian king Antiochus Epi- 
planes, determined to force upon the conservative 
Jews, Greek religion and culture. In 168 B.C. he 
" commanded altars to the Greek god Zeus to be 
erected throughout the land, especially in the temple 
ofJerüsalem, and directed swine to be offered in 
sacrifice upon these altar. The fear of Syrian arms 
secured widespread obedienee; but many of the 
Chasidim refused to betray their principles and 


the Syrian king, 
Egyp! 
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willingly gave their lives. An old priest, Mattathias, 
and several of his sons (of special note are Judas, 
Jonathan and Simon), who came to be known as the 
Maccabees (from a surname of Judas) or Hasmo- 
nueans (from Hasmoneus, à more or less mythical 
ancestor), raised the standard of political revolt and 
until religious. freedom was secured received the 
support of the Chasidim. Great victories in the 
national cause followed and the Syrians were driven 
from the temple. In December 165 B.C. the 
temple was rededicated and its worship restored—an 
event ever since commemorated in the Feast of. 
Dedication. The Syrian garrison, were ultimately 
obliged to withdraw from Jerusalem. In 143 B.C., 
the leadership was assumed by Simon, who was 
appointed by the people to the threefold office of high 
priest, commander-in-chief and ethnarch (or gover- 
nor), and the first Jewish: coins were struck in his 
name (141 B.C). He extended the influence of the 
Jewish state and secured for it the friendship of the 
Romans. In 136 B.C. he was murdered by his 
ambitious son-in-law, sad his third son John 
Hyreanus took his place. Hyrcanus continued to 
maintain against Syrian efforts the independence of 
the Jewish state and extended its limits by the 
conquest of Samaria and Idumea, compelling the 
inhabitants of the latter to accept the Jewish Law 
and the rite of cireumeisign. He belonged originally 
to the orthodox puritan party, the Chasidim, by this 
time known as the Pharisees, but subsequently 
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' attached Mimselt to the party of the Sadducees,- 
party largely composed of old priestly, families of 
Wealth, who entertained cosmopolitan ideas and dis- 
countenanced the rigid religious patriotism of the 
Jewish mises and their religious leaders, the Scribes 
and the Pharisees. His son, Alexander Jannwus, 
‘extended by conquest and forcible conversion the old 
Israelite territories across the Jordan and made 
Juda the dominant power in Palestine. At his 
death, he bequeathed the high-priesthood to his son 
Hyreanus, snd his political power to Alexandra, his 
wife, Thus began the division of the two offices, 
priestly and political, Alexandra on her death left 
the civil authority to her younger son Aristobulus. 
A fierce contest for supremacy arose between tho 
two brothers. Hyreanus was defeated, and Aristo- 
bulus assumed the  highpriesthood. Hyrcanus, 
however, had the support of a poworful minister, 
Antipater the Iduman. Both parties tried by 
presents and promises to secure the favour of the 
Romans. In 63B.0. the Roman general Pompey 
marched upon Jerusalem, re-established Hyreanus in 
power as high-priest and sent Aristobulus and his 
two sons to Rome, With the fall of Jerusalem, the 
Jews finally lost their independence, and Judea 
eame again under foreign domination. Hyrcanus 
exercised the high-priestly power for twenty years, 
though the real authority was in the hands of Pom- 
pey and the Romans, who in the main worked 
through Antipater. In the struggle — between 
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Pompey and Cesar, Antipater sided with Cesar and 
was made a Roman citizen and also Procurator of 
Judes. On hisdesth in B.C. 43, the government 
was divided between his sons Herod and Phasml 
who received the title of Tetrareh. Again Judma 
became the scene of a sharp conflict, and in the 
issue, Herod became with Roman help the king! ot 
the Jews and maintained his position to the dawn 
ofthe Christian era. The materia! splendours of 
the reign of Herod have won for him the name of 

. Herod the Great. Ho built new cities and adorned 

77 them with the beauties of Greek architecture. One 
of his greatest works was the re-building of the 
temple of Jerusalem. As a man Herod was unscru- 
pulous, cruel and dissolute. He killed off, on one 
pretext or another, the survivors of the Maccabean or 
Hasmonwan house, including his own wife and her 
two sons, His heavy taxation rendered his subjects 
wretched and restless; and he was hated by the 
Pharisees, who now devoted themselves, more than. 
ever, to the observance of the Law, and the hops of 
the Messianic kingdom. On the death of Herod, 
his dominions were divided with the consent of the 
Romsns between his three sons. One of them 
Archelaus, who received Judea and Samaria, 
proved such a bad ruler that in A.D. 6, the Roman 
Emperor Augustus removed him and banished him. 
to Gaul. Judea was then placed under the charge 
of a Roman procurator, so called from the original 
function of collecting the Imperial taxes which was 
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attached to the office. The fifth of these 
rators was Pontius Pilate, under whom Christ was 
crucified. The outcome of the procuratorial system 
and the financial-extortion it involved, was wide- 
spread discontent, which was fomented by the 
zealots, a new party whose sim was revolution and 
sestablishment of the Messianic kingdom by 
force. The disaffection of the Jews finally (in 66 
A.D.) took the shape of open rebellion. In 70 
A.D. Titus, the Roman general, appeared before 
Jerusalem with a Roman army, and after a four 


months’ siege of terrible suffering the city was burnt - 


to the ground, the temple destroyed, and most of 
the inhabitants massacred. The services of the 
Jewish temple ceased for ever. Judwa became a 
colony under a Roman governor, and the Jews be- 
came strangers in their own land. In the centuries 
that have since elapsed, they have been scattered 
in many countries and, though often persecuted, 
have maintained the national identity intact and 
continued to cherish their special Messianic and 
‘theistic ideas. 


IV. The Four Gospels and the Life and Teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 


The New Testament scriptures consist of twonty- 
seven different books varying in form and character. 
‘The Old Testament scriptures, as we have seen, 
were written in Hebrew. In the interval the 








oaxwiiii INTRODUCTION 


Jewish people, spreading far and wide in the pursuit 
of arts and’ commerce, became familiar with the 
Greek tongue, which was the intellectual bond of 
the civilized world, as the Roman Empire was its 
bond in a social and political sense. The scriptures 
of the Old Testament bad already been translated 
from the Hebrew into Greek about two centuries 
before Christ. This, as we have noted, was done 
at Alexandria in Egypt, which bad become a great 
meeting place of Jewish and Greek culture. In 
view of the wide prevalence of Greek among the 
civilized nations of the time, it was only natural and 
in accordance with the fitness of things, that the 
New Testament writers should adopt Greck as 
their medium of communication. Hence, the New 
Testament is described as baving '' a Greek body, a 
Hebrew soul and a Christian spirit that animates 
them botb." The twenty-seven books are the 
works of nine different authors, each book having 
its special characteristics, according to the persona- 
lity of its writer and the circumstances in which 
it was written, Allthe New Testament books are 
generally recognised as having been written in the 
second half of the first century A.D. At the head 
of the New Testament stand the four Gospels. 
‘They occupy this position, not because they were 
the earliest written of the new Testament books, 
but because they contain a record of the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ, which forms the corner- 
stone of the whole fabric. The name ‘‘Gospel,” 
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which is only the English equivalent for a word in 
the original Greek meaning '' good tidings,"" was 
first of all applied to the teaching of Jesus and his 
apostles, and in coursmof time came to be applied 
also to the books containing a record of the great 
facts and truths on which that teaching was based. 
This Gospel appears in the New Testament in four 
forms and under the names of four different writers, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jobn. When we compare 
the several Gospels, a marked difference is at once 
apparent between the fourth and the three pre- 
ceding ones. The first three are known as the 
synoptic Gospels, because they give in one common 
view the same general outline of the ministry of 
Jesus. This outline is almost entirely confined to 
his ministry in Galilee, a province of Palestine north 
of Samaria, whereas the fourth Gospel gives an 
account of no less than five visits to the capital city 
of Jerusalem, and lays the scene of the ministry 
chiefly in Jud: With regard to the nature of their 
contents, it may be noted that the synoptic Gospels 
are mainly devoted to a relation of the leading 
events of the life of Jesus and bis addresses given to 
the disciples or the multitude, and consisting largely 
of parables, The fourth Gospel on the other band 
is designed to represent the more ideal aspect of bis 
personality, while the discourses, addressed as they 
mainly.are to the inner circle of his followers, seb 
forth the deeper spiritual aspects of the teaching of 
Jesus, When we enter into closer examination of 
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the three synoptic Gospels, we find that they contain 
coincidences in language as well as in substance, 
It is generally held that St. Mark presents us with 
the earliest form of the narrative. Oral tradition 
probably considerably influenced the composition of 
the synoptic Gospels. There would naturally be a 
tendency in the early church for the words of the 
Gospel narratives to become fixed through constant 
repetition on the part of the apostolic and the other 
early teachers. The earliest written record was 
probably the present St. Mark, ora work practically 
identical with it. It is interesting to note that such 
close resemblances as exist between St. Matthew 
and St. Luke are generally confined to the 
incidents which they record in common with 
St. Mark. Their accounts of the birth and early life 
‘of Jesus have practically nothing in common, and 
the differences between their versions of the Sermon 
on the Mount are very considerable. It is therefore 
very probable that both St. Matthew and St, Luke 
had St. Mark before them when they wrote their 
Gospels. The original of St. Matthew was probably 
a collection of the discourses of Jesus, often referred 
to by curly writers and written in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. These may have been incorporated entire 
inthe present Gospel of St. Matthew written in 
Greek. St. Luke may have used this original 
Hebrew Gospel (known as Logia) to a limited extent; 
but he is indebted for his knowledge of the teachings 
of Jesus to other fragmentary sources, referred to in. 
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his own preface, and to his own personal researches 
and enquiries in Palestine. 

While a study of the four Gospels makes it clear 
that each possesses a distinct individuality of ite 
own, yet they possess an essential and deep-lying 
unity ; and each contributes in its own way its 
allotted part toa full and adequate conception of 
the personality and work of Jesus. The message of 
St. Matthew was primarily to the Jews, and he sets 
forth the life and teaching of Jesus as the fulfilment 
of Old Testament prophecy and the Messianic hope 
of Israel. The geneslogy of Jesus is traced to King 
David, a son or descendant of Abrabam, The 
message of St. Mark was primarily to the Romans. 
He seeks to exhibit the life of Jesus as 8 manifesta- 
tion of divine power and activity ministering to 
man—a conception calculated to be congenial to the 
Roman mind. The message of St. Luke was 
primarily to the Greeks, and as a. Greek he depicts 
the Jife of Jesus in a catholic and comprehet 
character. The genealogy of Jesus is traced to 
Adam, the progenitor of the human race, to connect 
him with the whole race and not merely with the 
Israelitish nation. The message of St. John was 
intended for the edification of the general body of 
the Christian disciples. It seeks to represent the 
divine origin and perfection of the life of Jesus. 
It is not so much a biography, as an interpretation 
from the standpoint of a spiritual mystic of the 
personality of Jesus in its relation to the Eternal 
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Father. The four Gospels have thus been appro- 
priately likened to the four parts of music which 
may be sung apart, but blend together to form a 
Perfect harmony. The first three evangelists, as 
Dean Farrar has well said, give us diverse aspects 
of one glorious landscape; St. John pours over that 
landscape a flood of heavenly sunshine which seems 
to transform its very character, though every feature 
of the landscape remains the same. 

Tt is now generally admitted that the accepted 
date of Christ's birth as given in our present chro- 
nology is wrong by several years. In reality he was 
born in 6 or 7 B.C. at a little village five miles south 
of Jerusalem called Bethlehem, which his parents 
were visiting at the time. There his mother gave 
birth to him in a stable, there being no room for her 
in the village inn. At that time Herod the Great, 
ruled Judwa and all Palestine ; and on hearing that 
wise men from the east had ed Bethlehem in 
search of the new-born king of the Jews, he ordered 
the massacre of all the infant children of Bethlehem. 
Joseph and Mary, however, escaped with the child 
Jesus into Egypt, and later, settled at Nazareth, 
in the province of Galilee. In his twelfth year, 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem with his parents to keep 
the festival of the Passover. Ho visited some of 
the learned doctors of the temple and astonished all 
by his knowledge and answers. In the year 26 A.D. 
John, son of Zacharias and known as the Baptist, 
suddenly appeared in the wilderness of Judea; and, 
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claiming to be the fore-runner of the Messiah, 
summoned the nation to repentance, declaring that 
the kingdom of God was at hand. Large crowds 
attended his preaching, and many were baptized in 
the river Jordan on pledging themselves to lead & 
new life. He foretold the coming of a prophet, 
mightier thon himself, who should baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. After some months, Jesus himself 
appeared and presented himself to John for baptism. 
Gospel writers record that, as the rite was being per- 
formed, there was a visible descent of tbe Spirit upcn 
Jesus, while a voice from heaven procleimed him at 
the same time the Son óf God. Hitherto Jesus had 
lived the simple life of a carpenter in his village home 
of Nazareth, He seemed to have had no opportunity 
of coming in touch with the general learning and 
culture of bis time; but he clearly possessed a pro- 
found knowledge of the contents, spirit and meaning 
of the Old Testament. His baptism by John was a 
solemn designation of his public ministry. After his 
baptism, Jesus retired for a time to the wilderness to 
prepare for his ministry by a period of seclusion. He 
was wholly occupied in meditation, fasting and pray- 
er, and overcame the temptation of the Evil One to 
use his divine powers for selfish ends, to take a short 
and easy roed to recognition by a spectacular display 
of his divine gifts, end to found an. earthly kingdom 
of wealth and power. He devoted himself to a 
life of self-denial, humility and suffering, and re- 
solved that his kingdom should be a kingdom of truth. 
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between two brigands, and towards nightfall his 
body was laid in a tomb. All the Gospel writers 
agree in maintaining, that on the third dey the 
disciples found the tomb open and empty, and that 
Jesus made himself known to them on several 
occasions and finally ascended to heaven before their 
ayes, having commanded them to stay in Jerusalem 
until the Holy Spirit would come snd abide with 
them in his stead for ever. The crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ resulted for a time in the scattering 
of his followers; and it would appear that his death 
would have permanently destroyed belief in his 
Messiahship, if the earliest disciples had not 
become thoroughly convinced in their own minds 
that he had risen from the dead and was &till 
in the power of the Spirit their Lord and Master. 
With this faith they began the work of bringing 
their countrymen to recognise Jesus as the Messiah, 
and to prepare themselves by repentance and right- 
eousness for the coming kingdom. Tho Acts of the 
Apostles records the story of the evangelistic 
efforts of the apostles in Palestine and beyond. 
The work bad its centre i Jerusalem. The carly, 
Jewish disciples, remaining faithful as they did 
to the rites of the Jewish religion, did not at first 
contemplate the founding of a new sect. Mean- 
while the new movement spread beyond Palestine, 
both among the Jews of the Dispersion and among 
the Gentiles. The greatest event in the history of 
the early Church was the conversion of the learned 
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T7 * es? 
Jewish Pharisee and cruel persecutor of the Chris- 
tians, Saul, afterwards known as Paul the Apostle, 
In bis hands, Christianity assumed a form that _ 
fitted it to meet tbe needs of all the world. ‘The 
specific gospel of Jesus, Divine Fatherhood and 
human brotherhood, a spiritual kingdom of all true 
sons of God, was only very imperfectly grasped by 
the early disciples. Paul saw in Jesus Christ the 
Divine Spirit who had come down from heaven to 
redeem and transform the lives of sinful men. He 
believed that God in the person of Jesus Christ had 
in a supreme form manifested Himself in humanity 
for the purpose of redeeming it and so making pos- 
sible its ultimate unity with Himself. He interpreted 
the kingdom of God not as a Jewish state, but 
as a new principle of living, righteousness, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. This standpoint did 
away with the distinction between Jew and Gentile, 
and made it unnecessary for the Gentile converts 
to Christianity to observe the rites of the Jewish 
Law. Notwithstanding strong opposition on the part 
of many Jewish Christians who still wished to 
claim for the Jews, the chosen people of God, 
» position of privilege in the new religion, the 
views of the apostle Paul ultimately prevailed, and 
Christisnity through him began its career as a 
world-religion. With unparalleled zeal and devotion, 
he made evangelistic journeys through the Roman 
Empire and carried the faith over a vast extent 
of Asia, from Jerusalem to Antioch, to Ephesus, 
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to Macedonia, Athens, Corinth’ oat to’ the City of 
Rome itself, where he ultimately suffered martyr- 
dom, Before his death, the Christiang. had grown 


"from a little community of Galileans in an upper 


room of Jerusalem into a number of flourishing 
Asiatic and European churches, and had their repre- 
sentatives even in the household of Cmsar. The 
epistles Paul wrote constitute him by general con- 
sent one of the greatest moral and spiritual teachers 
that the world has ever seen. 


The Gospel of St. Matthew, 


St. Matthew's Gospel has been described by one 
who can scarcely be accused of partiality (the great 
French writer M. Renan) as the most important 
book of Christendom—‘ the most important book 
that has ever been written." Matthew, the author, 
according to the unanimous tradition of the ancient 
church, of the Gospel that bears his name, was a 
eustom-house officer, or publican whose business it 
was to collect the tolls on the merchandise that 
passed through the dominions of Herod Antipas, 
Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. He is otherwise 
known as Levi the publican. Tax-gathorers were at 
the time regarded as social outeasts; but the call of 
Matthew brought Jesus into fruitful touch with a 
class of persons despised and neglected by the ortho- 
dox religious suthorities of the day, According to 
an ancient tradition first referred to by Papius in 










NT 
as we have seen, wrote his 
Gospel in Hebrew; but it is probable that the 
Hebrew ofigihal was very soon superseded by the’) 
Greek Gospel which we now possess, It is a matter 
of uncertainty whether the Gospel was written over 
again by Matthew himself in Greek or translated, 
‘perhaps under his supervision, by some other writer 
with additions from a Greek source. A study of 
the book itself leads us to infer that the Gospel in 
the present form probably appeared before 66 A. D., 
when the war which was to issue in the destruction 
of Jerusalem was on the eve of breaking out. 





Analysis of the Gospel 

(1) Supernatural birth and childhood of Jesus, 
the Messiah (I & II) 

(2) The preparatory ministry of John the Bap- 
tist and the inauguration of Jesus as Messiah by 
baptism and temptation (III. 1—IV. 11) 

(8) The founding of the Messianic kingdom 
(IV. 12—XIII. 59). 

(a) Residence in Capernaum and the call of the 
earliest disciples (IV. 12-25) 

(b) The Sermon on the Mount containing the 
laws of the new kingdom (V. VI & VII). 

(c) Powers of the kingdom as revealed in ten 
mighty works (VIII & IX). 

(d) The selection and commission of the twelve 
apostles as officers of the kingdom (X). 

D 
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(e) The attitude of Jesus to those who questioned 
^his claim (XI & XII). 

(f) Further teaching on the character nnd prin- 
ciple of the kingdom in s series of seven parables 
(XIII. 1-62). 

(4) The Messiah and his 
rejected (XIII. 58—XVI. 20) 

(a) Accepted by the disciples (XIV. 33). 

(b) Aecepted by the woman of Canaan (XV. 

(c) Accepted by a great multitude (XV. 30). 

(d) Accepted by St. Peter (XV. 16). 

(e) Rejected by the Nazarenes (XIII. 57). 

(f) Rejected by the Pharisees und their sym- 
pathisers (XV. 12—XVI. 4), 

(5) The sufferings and death of the Messiah 
announced (XVI. 21—XX. 34). 

(a) First clear announcement (XVI. 21), and 
the transfiguration (XVII. 1-13) 

(b) Second announcement (XVII. 22-23), and 
the last journey (XIX. 1). 

(c) Further announcement (XX. 17-19), 

, (6) The Messiah glorified by death and resurrec- 
tian (XXI—XXVIIT). 

(a) The triumphal entry into Jerusalem (XXI). 

(b) Final conflict with and the denunciation of 
the Pharisees, Sadducees and Scribes (XXII— 
xxi). 

(c) Discourses of Jesus confirming the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, the end of the world and his own 
second coming (XXIV—XXV). 





ingdom accepted and 








INTRODUCTION 


(a) The betrayal, trial and crucifixion of Jesus 
(XXVI—XXVII). 

(e) The Resurrection of the crucified Messiah 
(xxvi). 


Tho Gospel of St. Mark. 


According to ancient tradition, Mark was a con- 
vert of St. Peter. It is, moreover, a universal tradi- 
tion that the materials for bis Gospel were drawn 
from the public teachings of St. Peter. The Gospel 
appears to have been first published in Rome 
and is addressed to Gentiles (or non-Jewish Chris- 
tians), primarily those of Rome. This is shown by 
its careful explanation of Jewish customs, localities, 
names, etc, While St. Matthew ‘gives a large 
place to the discourses and parables of Jesus, the 
aim of St. Mark seems to be to present a 
graphic picture of the events, of healing and the 
general ministry of Jesus as St. Peter knew them. 
Vivid details in the narrative can only be explained 
by the fact that they are records of the testimony of 
an actual eye-witness. It is generally conceded that 
the first and third evangelists derived from St 
Mark all those incidents which they record in com- 
mon with him. The Gospel was probably written 
some time between 64 and 68 A.D. 


Analysis of the Gospel. 
I. John the foreronner of Jesus and his 


ministry (I. 1-8). 
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s IL Baptism and temptation of Jesus (I. 9-18). 
i TIL. Ministry of Jesus in and near Capernaum 
(I. 14—IV. 84). 
3 IV. Ministry on both sides of the Sea of Galilee 
(IV. 35—VII. 23). 
V. Ministry in the neighbourhood of Tyre and. 
Sidon (VII. 24-30). 
VI. Ministry on the eastern side of the Sea of 
Galilee (VII. 31—VIII. 21). 
» VIL Ministry at Bethsaida (VIII, 22.26), 
VIII. Journey to Cesarea Philippi (VIII. 27— 
IX. 29). 
IX. Last journey to Jerusalem (IX. 80— 
X. 52). 
X. ‘Triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem . 
‘nd his ministry there (XI. 1—XIIT. 37). 
XI. Betrayal and death of Jesus (XIV—XV). 
‘XII. The Resurrection of Jesus (XVI). 


The Gospel of St. Luke. 


A comparison of the opening verses of the third p 
with the preface to the Acts of the Apostles 
‘and an examination on the style and structure of the 
two books leave no room for doubt that they were 
written by one and the same person. Luke appears to 
.— have been a Gentile convert of Antioch in Syria, where 
he followed the profession of a physician. Later he 

. became a follower of St. Paul and his companion in 


“his missionary journeys. The Gospel was intended —— 
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primarily for the edification of a single individual, 

“Theophilus, a man of high position living at Rome, 

‘and appsrently a convert of St. Luke. There can 

be no doubt that it was intended to reach a 

large circle of Gentile readers. It was Luke's object 

to draw up in as complete and consecutive a form as 

possible, an account of the main facts regarding 

Christ's person and work by reference to all the best 

sources of information. Like St. Paul, his sympathies 

were cosmopolitan, and he was interested in the wider 

life and culture of the great empire. Throughout 

he lays stress on the universal character of the 

teaching of Jesus, and delights in those words and 

acts of Jesus which offer salvation to the poor, the 

outcast and the abandoned criminal He alone 

. records the parable of the Prodigal Son, the conver- 

sion of the penitent thief, and other similar incidents. 

About half of his Gospel consists of matter peculiar 

to himself. His style is more polished than that of 

“the other Gospels, and he shows considerable know- 

ledge of the technical vocabulary of a Greek physi- 

cian. The question of the date of the Gospel is far 

from settled. Some have assigned it to as early a 

date as 67 A. D. and others to as late a date as 80 

A.D. This much is clear, that it is later than St. 

‘Mark of which he makes uso, and earlier than the 
Acts to which it forms an introduction. 








Analysis of the Gospel 
_ I, Literary preface (I. 1-4). 

























liv INTRODUCTION 


Il. Theinfaney and boyhood of Jesus (I. 6— 
1L 62). 

III Ministry of the fore-ronner (LIT. 1-20). 

IV. The baptism, genealogy and the temptation 
of Jesus (III. 21—IV. 18). 

V. Ministry of Jesus in Galilee (IV. 1d—IX. 
50). 

VI. Later ministry of Jesus mainly in Perwa 
(IX. 51—XIX. 28). 

VIL. The entry into Jerusalem and the betrayal 
and crucifixion of Jesus (XIX. 20—XXIII). 

VIII. Resurrection and ascension of Jesus 


(XXIV). à 
‘The Gospel of St. John. 


In modern times, considerable objections have 

been urged against the apostoli authorship of the 
fourth Gospel, on account of its marked divergence 

from the other Gospels in the representation of 
Christ's character and teaching. To this objection 

it bas been urged in reply that '' the synoptical Gos- — * 
pels contain the Gospel of theinfant church: that of 

St. John the Gospel in its maturity. The first com- 
bine to give the experience of the many; the last 
embraces the deep mysteries treasured up by the 
one." The reputed author of the Gospel was w 
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of Jesus. During the crucifixion, he received 
the charge from his dying master to act the part 
of a son to the bereaved Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. He became a leader of the infant Church and 
in later life, acording to well-supported traditions, 
he resided in Ephesus, as Bishop of the churches of 
Asia Minor, which had been founded by St, Paul. 
For a time he was banished to the isle of Patmos. 
He returned to Ephesus ond lived there till after the 
accession of the Emperor Trajan. He was probably 
a near kinsman of Jesus, and it is clear that he was. 
regarded by his master with a peculiar personal 
tenderness. If we assume the Gospel to have been 
written about 8 A.D., it needs to be noted that an 
interval of more than halfa century would thus 
have elapsed since the death of Jesus. During that 
time Christianity had spread into many lands and 
furnished subjects for reflection to many minds, 
In Ephesus, as a great meeting-place of oriental 
mysticism and Greek philosophy, the deeper quev- 
tions of the new religion, from the standpoint of 
theological speculation, would naturally claim a. 
large measure of attention. The main object of the 
Gospel is to produce and enbance faith in the Divine 
Sonship of Jesus. The author starts from thie 
standpoint and so collects and records mainly the 
sayings of Jesus which illustrate the divinity of his 
person. It may reasonably be assumed that the 
disposition, training and experience of St. John, 
all prepared bim for the writing of such a work in 
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his old age. It needs further to be borne in mind 
that as early as from 150 to 180 A.D., four Gospels 
were recognised in the Church as authentic records, 


“read in the assemblies and accepted as authorita- 


and also the fourth of these Gospels was with 
practical unanimity ascribed to St. Jobn as written 
by him in Asia at the very end of the first century. 





Analysis of the Gospel. 


I. The prologue, or Jesus as the incarnate 
Word or Logos (I. 1-18). 

IL The early manifestation of Jesus (I. 
19—IV. 54). 

(a) Witness of John the Baptist (I. 19-40), 

(b) Manifestation to individuals (I. 41—II. 11). 

(e) Manifestation in public (II. 12—IV. 54). 

TH, The fuller revelation and growth of un- 
belief among the Jews (V. 1—XII. 50). 

IV, The fuller revelation and growth of faith 
among the disciples (XIII. 1—XViI, 26). 

V. The manifestation of Jesus ss the Word, 
consummated in death and Resurrection (XVIII— 
XX). 

VI. Epilogue or appendix (XXI). 


Tt may be noted that while the synoptic Gospels 
describe ministry exercised almost entirely in 
Galilee, up to the closing scenes in Jerusalem, St. 
John has little to say of Galilee; but he does men- 





tion an important visit to Samaria and narrates at 
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length events ond controversies in Jerusalem of 
which the other evangelists say nothing. Moreover, 
the exact duration of the ministry of Jesus cannot 
be determined either by the synoptic narrative, or by 
St. John's Gospel. If the synoptic Gospels alone - 
are taken into consideration, the ministry might be 
regarded as lasting for one year only; but the 
various passovers and festivals referred to by Bt. 
John require a ministry of not less. than three years. 
In regard to these and similar points, it may be 
remarked that none of the Gospels profess to be 
complete. They must be regarded as supplement- 
ing one another, rather than seeking to inde- 
pendent accounts; and many of the peculiarities of 
the fourth Gospel will be understood if we bear in 
mind that it was not written till towards the close 
of the first century, when changes of a deep and 
far-reaching kind were already taking place in the 
life and thought of the rapidly advancing Christian 
Church, 





The Acts of the Apostles. 


There can be no doubt that the Acts is from the 
same pen as the third Gospel. This is clear from 
the preface nt the head of each book and from 
the general similarity of their style and structure. 
The book contains the story of the growth and 
development of the Christian Church for a period of 
some thirty years following the death of Jesus. 
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' Jesus is represented as having said to his disciples 
after his Resurrection, “Ye sball receive power 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you and ye 
shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea ond in Samaria and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth.’ The entire book records the 
fulfilment of this prophecy. The book conceives of 
Jesus ns the ascended Lord carrying on from heaven 
the work which he began on earth. Much promi- 
nence is given to the activity of the Holy Spirit, 

is regarded mainly as the spirit of the ascended 

Christ. After the death of their master, the apostles 

were for a time sorely perplexed and despondent; 

but after association as they firmly believed with 
the risen Jesus, and the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit that took place at the Feast of Pentecost, 

these simple-minded men went forth to preach the 

Gospel of their Master with indomitable faith and 

courage and an enthusiasm that stopped at no ob- 

stacle. In the early part of the book, the scene ix 

laid chiefly in Jerusalem; the work is amongst Jews 

and the leading personality is St. Peter. In due 
course St. Paul comes upon the scene; and mainly 
through his instrumentality the Gospel is carried 
among the Gentiles to Asia Minor, Greece and 
Rome. 


Analysis of the Acts of the Apostles. 
The contents of the book may be divided into 
four parts: 
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L. The Church of Jerusalem (I. 1—VIII. 8). 

(a) The ascension of Jesus and the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (I—II). 

(b) The establishment of the Church in spite of 
opposition from the Sanhedrin (III—V). 


(c) The appointment of deacons for the manage- 
ment of charity and finance and the activity and 
martyrdom of St. Stephen in the interests of 
Christian Universalism (VI. 1— VIII. 3). 


Il. The extension of the Church to Judea and 
Samaria (VIII. 4—XI. 18). x 

(a) The ministry of Philip the deacon in Samaria 
(vin). 

(b) The conversion of Saul (IX) 

(c) The baptism of a Gentile convert by St. 
Peter (X). 

(d) The endorsement of St. Peter's action by the 
Church of Jerusalem (XI. 1-18). 


TH. The Church in Antioch (XI. 19—XIIT. 3). 


(a) The extension of the Church to Antioch 
in north Syria and the admission of Gentile mem- 
bers (XI. 19-30). 

(b) The persecution of the Church at Jerusalem 
and the death of Herod Agrippa (XII, 1-24). 


(c) The separation of Barnabas and Saul for 
missionary work (XII. 25—XIII. 8). 
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IV. The Church of the world (XII. 4— 
XXVIIL 31). 

(a) The first missionary journey and the Council 
of Jerusalem (XIII. 4—XV. 35). 

(b) St. Paul's second missionary journey and his 
visit to Europe (XV. 86—XVIII. 23). 

(c) St. Paul's third missionary journey, including 
his stay at Ephesus (XVIII. 24—XXI 16). 

(d) St. Paul in Jerusalem, his defence of his 
faith and his journey to Rome (XXI. 17—XXVIIL 
15). 

(e) St. Poul in the “city of Rome (XXVIII. 
1631). 


c 


Christianity and the Bible in the History of 
Western Lands. 


"To understand the place oceupied by the Bible 
in the life and literature of the West, a review, how- 
ever brief, of the history of Christianity through the 


centuries and the relation of that history to the. 


Bible and its varied translations seems necessary. 
All that can be attempted is to indicate in brief 
such events and movements as are of primary, 


aa d usa da history of the Church 
is usually divided into three periods,—ancient, 
Eorum! modern, The ancient era embraces 
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the first eight centuries; the medieval, the next. 
seven; and the modern, the last five. In the first 
era, the Christian Church spread from Jerusalem to. 
Rome, and from Rome to the borders of the Roman 
Empire, and on the fall of that empire to the Teuto- 
nic nations. In the second period, the power of 
‘the Pope of Rome gradually grew, until it became 
supreme in western Europe. In the latter part of 
the period, decline steadily set in, and prepared the 
way for the third era, This began in 1517 A. D, 
when Luther came out in open revolt against what 
he deemed to be the corruptions of the Roman. 
Church. 


J. Ancient Era. This may be divided into four 
Periods : 

(a) The first period to 100 A.D. may be de- 
scribed as the apostolic age. During this period, 
Christianity separated itself from Judaism and be- 
came a world reli The beginning of the Chris- 
tian Church is usually regarded as dating from 

" the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. : 
From that time, the disciples of Jesus ceased to be 
a private society and began to form a public com- 
munity. Members were steadily added to the 
Church, especially from the Greek-speaking Jews of 
B the Dispersion. The first great power that Christian- 
ity came in conflict with, was the legal spirit of 
Jewish Pharisaism. As we have already seen, the 
Pharisees were the puritans of the Jewish nation 
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who separated themselves from all pagan tendencies 
and Hellenizing influences. — They — devoted 
themselves to the study of the Law, and gradually 
burdened themselves and others by the constant 
additions of ceremonial rules and regulations. They 
further entertained hopes of setting up a Jewish 
kingdom for all the world with the Messiah at its 
head. Now, in sharp contrast to any such slavish 
zeal for the Law, appeared the Christian doctrine 
of the freedom of God's children from the Law, 
with its numberless ceremonies and heavy burdens. 
In contrast alao to the conception of a Jewish 
Messiah coming in earthly glory, Christianity pro- 
claimed a Crucified Messiah who, through his Spirit, 
sought to establish the kingnom of God in human 
hearts and lives, and who called all men, whether 
pagans or Jewe, to become his disciples. At first, 
many Pharisees joined the Christian Church, believ- 
ing that the Crucified Jesus was the Messinb. 
‘They, however, maintained that he who desired to 
be a Christian, must first become a Jew by circum- 
cision and take upon him the burdens of the whole 
Jewish Law. ‘The permanent acceptance of such a 
standpoint would haye turned Christianity into 
another Jewish sect. Matters came to a head in 
the teaching of Stephen, one of the seven deacons. 
‘He was the first to see clearly that Christianity 
could not be confined within the limits of Judaism, 
and on the ground that be thought that Jesus of 
"Nazareth bad come to destroy the worship of the 
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temple and to abolish the forms of the Mosaie Law, 
he was brought to trial for disloyalty to the national 
faith and stoned to death. A young man of the 
name of Saul, a zealous and bigoted Jew determined 
to uphold the traditions of his fathers, was among 
those who consented to Stephen's death and held 
the clothes of those who stoned the first martyr. 

‘The effect of Pharisaic persecution was to hasten 
the spread of Christianity. Saul, himself the chief 
persecutor, while carrying persecution as far as 
Damascus, relates that he had a vision of the risen 
Jesus which changed the whole current of bis life. 
After instruction and confession of faith in Jesus, he 
retired into Arabia for a period of spiritual prepara- 
tion. In due course, he stood forth as the great 
apostle of the Gentiles, who made known by his 
powerful preaching through the Roman world, to 
Jew and Gentile, the justification which comes not 
by the Law, but by faith. In his conversion he had 
come to realize how vain was the pursuit of 
righteousness through the Law. All his previous 
efforts to win righteousness had failed, In the 
experiences that came to him on the road to Damas- 
cus, he was startled by the knowledge that the 
crucified bead of the persecuted sect was alive in 
heavenly majesty, and by a stupendous act of grace, 
quite apart from rigid obedience to the Law, had 
revenled the love of God to his heart. Henceforth, 
the personality of Jesus himself, as the grace of 
God incarnate, became the very heart of St. Paul's 
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religion,—'' For to me to live is Christ," He is no 
longer a slave under the Law, but, in Christ, an 
adopted son, and above the Law. St. Paul i 
therefore, rightly regarded as saving Christianity 
from absorption into Judaism, and as freeing Jew 
and Gentile alike from bondage to religious legalism. 
For all men, according to the teaching preserved in 
the New Testament in a series of letters by this 
prince of missionaries, the indwelling spirit of Jesus, 
the Divine Son, becomes the germ of a new moral 
personality within. 

Christianity had to deal not only with Judaism, 
but also with the paganism of the great Roman 
empire. To the old pagan world, the State repre- 
sented the highest good, and the Roman Emperor 
was worshipped, as the incarnation of the idea of 
the State. To the early Christians, the highest of 
all powers was not the almighty Csesar of the 
Roman empire but the Empire of Ch the 
kingdom of God. They refused to recognise that 
the State bad unlimited power io regulating the 
whole inner and outer life of man. and so they 
refused to participate in emperor and idol worship. 
For this reason, Christianity was regarded by the 
Roman power as dangerous to the State. Perse- 
cution soon began, and the apostles Paul and Peter 
are probably to be numbered among those who sealed 
their faith with their blood and suffered martyrdom. 

(b) ‘The second period of the ancient era 
(second and third centuries) is marked by the 
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progress of Christianity in the Roman empire, in 
spite of repeated persecution, About the middle of 
the third century, paganism discovered that its very 
existence was threatened and so there began sys- 
tematic persecution of the Christians over the whole 
extent of the empire. All Christians who refused 
to offer incense to the image of the Emperor were 
sentenced to death. While many yielded to the 
temptation rather than suffer death, a countless 
number suffered martyrdom. In eourse of time, 
it became apparent'to the rulers of the Roman 
State that the Christian Church could not be des- 
troyed, and the Emperor Galerius, while lying on 
his death-bed, issued in 310 A.D., an edict of general 
toleration. Three years later, his successor the 
Emperor Constantine, deemed it politic to streng- 
then his position as Emperor, by adopting this per- 
secuted though powerful religion as his own, and 
placing himself under Christian instruction, He 
did not, however, actually submit himself to 
Christian baptism until 887 A.D., the year of his 
death. 

During this period, a philosophic movement 
known as gnosticism attempted to blend Christia- 
nity with pagan philosophy and mysticism. Christia- 
nity, however, resisted the movement on the ground 
that true Christian faith did not consist of a 
knowledge of philosophic ideals or observance of 
mysterious rites and ceremonies, but rested upon 
experience of the divine love revealed in Jesus Christ. 

x 
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During this period, too, there were marked ten- 
deneies in the direction of developing a uniform 
organisstion for the Church. The Church formed 
for herself a definite legal constitution, with power 
in the hands of the bishops, to administer the 
affairs of the Church, Thus from the second cen- 
tury, each important Christian community, as in 
Rome, Corinth and other places, became subordi- 
nate to a bishop. 

(c) In the third period of the ancient era, from 
Constantine to Gregory the Great (that is, from 
839 to600 A.D.), the Church, in spite of a pagan 
reaction under the Emperor Julian, gained supre- 
macy in the Roman world. While Constantine 
protected the Christian Church by numerous privi- 
leges, he left paganism untouched and continued to 
hold the position of high priest of the pagan wor- 
ship. The majority of the population still remained 
pagan, and a new school of philosophy known as 
Neoplatonism gave to paganism a new splendour 
through spiritual interpretation of its myths, 
and by a combination of mysticism and philosophic 
speculation. It was through the influence of Neo- 
platonism that the Emperor Julian (361-808 A.D.) 
known as the Apostate, was led to turn away from 
Christianity to the ancient pagan faith. He en- 
deavoured to set up in opposition to Christianity a 
purified aod idealized paganism which preached a 
strenuous morality and the doty of charity. The 
Church continued to grow under Julian's successors, 
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"Christianity again became the recognised religion of 
the state, and in due course the sole official religion. 
Herein, however, there lay the great danger of the 
state demanding supreme authority over the Church. 
In 395 A.D., Theodosius the Great divided the 
Roman Empire between his two sons. The Byzan- 
tine or Eastern Roman Empire had its capital ab 
Constantinople or Byzantium, while the Western 
Empire still had Rome as its centre. This division 
of the empire had a profound effect on the organi- 
sation of the Church. It laid the foundations of 
that great opposition which in later times divided 
the Church into two communions, the Roman 
Catholic and the Greek Catholic Churches. Towards 
the end of the fifth century, the Western Empire 
fellas the result of barbarian attacks, and the 
head of the Eastern Roman Empire in Constanti- 
nople was now the Emperor of the whole western 
world. He naturally sought to establish his claim 
asthe supreme head of the Church, through the 
Bishop of Constantinople. The Roman Bishop, 
however, who claimed to be the successor of Bt. 
Peter, the chief of the apostles, stood forth to contest 
the claims of Constantinople to rule over the 
Western Roman Church. The fall of the Western 
Euupire meant deliverance from unworthy, subjection~ 
to imperial authority, and the power once held by, 
the officials of the empire gradually passed into the 
hands of the Christian bishops, with the Pope, or, 
‘Bishop of Rome at their head. 
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(d) "The interesting features of the fourth period 
from Pope Gregory the Great to Charlemagne (590- 
800 A.D), were the spread of Christianity 
among the Teutonic and Slavonic nations, and the 
subjugation by Islam of many of the Christian lands, 
holding the eastern form of Christianity. The 
form of Christian faith spread in Europe through 
these centuries was Roman in character, and in the 
main the newly converted nations recognized the 
supremacy of Rome. The dominion of the Mubam- 
madans was extended from Arabia over Egypt, 
Africa, Spain and Sicily westwards, and over Syria 
and Persia eastwards and it was only the victories 
of Charles Martel and his Franks in 732 A.D., and 
‘the resistance of the Eastern Empire till 1453 
A.D., that saved Europe from complete subjugation 
by Islam. 

II, The Medieval Era, 

‘This may be considered as beginning with the 
crowning of Charlemagne, the Frankish king, as 
Roman Emperor by the Pope, and extending to the 
time of Luther. As the Head of all Christendom, he 
claimed to direct the external government of the 
Church itself, while he acknowledged the Pope as its 
spiritual head, The contest for supremacy between 
Emperor and Pope was a dominating interest of the 
"Middle Ages, In this connection, mention must be 
made of what is known as the Babylonian exile 
(13051877 A.D.), during which the Pope left Rome 
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‘and found a asylum in Avignon, but was kept in 
complete subjugation to the French court. There 
followed a considerable period when there were two 
or even three Popes, a result in the main of national 
jealousies and rivalries. Efforts were made to intro- 
duce reform, but with no conclusive result. The 
power of the Pope continued; and in the matter of 
appointment to spiritual offices, no monarch of the 
world ever had at his disposal such an inexhaustible 
supply of benefices, honours, revenues to gain men, 
or to reward them, as the Pope of medieval times. 

A few subjects of special interest in connection 
with this period may be briefly mentioned. 

(a) The severance of the eastern Church from 
‘the western was completed in 1054 A.D. There 
had been a growing estrangement through the cen. 
turies. In the west, the characteristics of the Latin 
‘race had been affected by an infu: of Teutonic 
blood, while in the east, the Greek race had been 
blended with Asiatic peoples. Through the division 
of the empire, there had grown up two centres of 
authority and influence, political and religious, 
‘namely, Constantinople and Rome, and the Pope of 
Rome was not prepared to share with the Patriarch 
of Constantinople, the supreme religious authority 
gradually associated with Rome. As to doctrine, the 
eastern Church held that the Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father alone through the Son, but the west- 
ern, that Ho proceeds both from the Father and from 
the Son. It may, however, be safely assumed that 
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the difference of doctrine was not so deep-rooted as 
the other causes of antagonism referred to. 

(b) Another feature of the Christianity of the 
Middle Ages deserving of mention, is the rise and 
advance of scholasticism. In the intellectual life of 
the Middle Ages under the scholastic system, the 
authority of the Church in doctrine was unreservedly 
secepted. Though questions were freely asked, 
answered and discussed, regarding the contents of 
the Creed, and in this connection the Logic of Aris- 
totle was the rationalizing instrument, in general it 
may be said that under scholusticism men believed 
not because they understood, but that they might 
understand. Faith was supposed to precede rather 
than follow understanding. 

(c) Monasticism exercised a very powerful in- 
fluence in the Middle Ages. Many of the best men 
and women of the Middle Ages withdrew from fami- 
ly life and ordinary citizenship, and became members 
of monastic or of mendicant orders, St. Francis 
of Assisi (1182—1226 A. D.), stands out as one of 
the most gracious and attractive personalities of the 
Middle Ages. In the east, where the contemplative 
life prevailed, the best function of the monasteries 
was their service as nurseries of the priesthood, 
while the monks of the west christianised Germany 
and Britain, preserved the classic treasures of anti- 
quity and were the diligent teachers of the common 
people. Friars of the mendicant orders devoted 
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the outcasts of society, arid established poverty and 
loving service in place of the pomp and luxury that 
had gradually become associated with the ordinary 
ecclesiastice] authorities and even the ordinary 
monastic orders, But in course of time, many in the 
mendicant orders themselves became corrupt. 

(d) A remarkable feature of the religious life of 
the Middle Ages, was the effort in which Christendom 
in the seven crusades between 1096 and 1270 A. D., 
endeavoured to recover from Mubammadan bands 
the sacred places of the Christian religion in Pales- 
tine, While we cannot but deplore the enormous 
expenditure of human life which the crucades occa- 
sioned, it cannot be doubted that they exercised a 
beneficent influence in the matter of establishing 
more intimate relations, intellectual, social and 
commercial, between east and west. 

(e) Reference needs to be made to the large 
number of devout souls who sought refuge in mys- 
ticism during this era, because they failed to find 
satisfaction in the creeds, ritual and works of the 
Chureh. A great wave of mysticism passed over 
Europe in the thirteenth century, and many souls 
through contemplation and prayer claimed to have 
as their reward the beatific vision of God and perfect 
union with Him. The emphasis that men like 
Bernard of Clairvaux and Thomas à Kempis laid on 
the personality of Jesus as the object of mystic con- 
templation and devotion, saved the movement in 
many cases from becoming wholly pantheistic. 
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() A brief reference may finally be made to 
movements in the Chureh which prepared the way 
for the Reformation of the next era, In the history 
of Christianity, there have always existed various 
sects who have dissented from the official Church in 
matters of belief, discipline or organization. Against 
all such dissenters in the Middle Ages, the Church 
sternly asserted its authority, as in the case of the 
Albigenses of the south of France. The tribunal of 
the Inquisition was founded in 1282 A.D., for the dis- 
covery, repression and punishment of heresy, unbelief 
and every divergence from the orthodoxy of the 
Church, Mysticism, though it flourished in the 
official Church, may, through the stress it laid on the 
inwardness of the religious life, be regarded as prepar- 
ing the way for the spread of Reformation principles. 
But the two great fore-runners of the Reformation 
are John Wyclif (1824—1884 A. D.) in England and 
John Hus (1869—1416 A. D.) in Bohemia. Wyelif 
began as a champion of the rights of the English 
Crown and the Parliament, against the claims of the 
Pope, and later, boldly proceeded to attack what he 
considered to be the errors and abuses of the Chureh. 
He denounced the corruption of the clergy and 
proclaimed the revolutionary doctrine that an un- 
righteous clergyman has no title to dominion and to 
property. He emphasized the immediate dependence 
ofthe individual Christian upon God, a relation which 
needs no mediation of any priest. He conceived 
further of the Church as consisting exclusively of the 
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righteous, and not dependent on an official or formal 
constitution. He set himself the task of giving the 
people the Bible in their mother tongue, and sent out. 
mendioant preachers of the Gospel. His followers, 
known as Lollards, continued after bis death to exist 
as a persecuted sect, until England eame under the 
influence of the larger Reformation movement. The 
writings of Wyelif were carried by scholars to Bohe- 
mia, and there eagerly read and muitiplied. John 
Hus became his disciple and succeeded in raising 
Wyolif’s doctrine to the dignity of a national religion. 
Hus himself was finally condemned and burnt; 
but to bim and indirectly to Wyelif, Luther and 
other continental reformers owed much in their 
initiation of a movement for a reform which was 
Powerful enough to resist all attempts at repression, 
There can be no doubt, too, that the renaissance. fol- 
lowing the capture of Constantinople in 1453 and the 
consequent diffusion of ancient Greek learning in 
‘western Europe reinforced the movement for reform 
in the Christian Church. The renaissance implied 
new way of regarding the material world and 
human nature, a new conception of man's destiny 
and duties, a new emphasis on individual rights, that 
bad a revolutionary effect on those central authori- 
ties, the empire and the Chureb, the sun and moon 
‘of the medieval system. 
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III. The Modern Era. 


Much fuel had been gathered together through 
the course of the centuries, and Luther's attack 
(1517 A.D.) on the sale of papal indulgences or the 
remission of the punishment for sins in return for 
monetary contributions was the spark that set the 
fuel ablaze, Matters were brought to a more definite 
head, when Luther with the hearty sympathy of a 
considerable number of his countrymen publicly 
repudiated the Papal government under which west- 
ern Europe had lived for centuries, and committed 
to the flames, in the presence of his students at the 
University of Whitenberg, the whole body of the 
Ecclesiastical Law together with the Papal edict 
recently issued against his teachings, — Within a 
generation after this event, the states of North 
Germany, and Scandinavia, England, Scotland, the 
Dutch Netherlands and portions of Switzerland had 
each in its particular manner permanently seceded 
from the Papal rule. France, after a long period 
of internal struggle and disorder, sided with Rome. 
A long struggle in Poland and also in the Austrian 
dominions resulted in the maintenance of Papal 
supremacy. Italy and Spain continued loyal to 
the Pope. 

The Reformation cannot be regarded as a purely 
religious movement: it was the issue of a great 
complexity of fores, intellectual, political, social 
and religious. The chief sources of friction between 
Church and State that helped the Reformation 
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movement were the following:—(a) The Popes 
claimed the right to appoint their own nominees to- 
vacant bishopries and other offices. This often in- 
volved menace to the secular authority, in the case 
of the more important appointments. The king, too, | 
regarded the payments made by the Papal nominee 
to the Pope as a drain on the resources of the state, 
(b) Lands and other properties of the clergy were a 
not subject to taxes by the state, except in the form 
of voluntary contributions. (c) The Church had its 
own courts of Law, and considerable difference often 

d arose as to the extent of ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
in matters ordinarily regarded as secular. (d) Perhaps 
the most fundamental difficulty was the extent to 

: which the Pope, as the head of the Church, felt 

justified in interfering in the internal affairs of parti- 

cular states and controlling the actions and. destinies 

of their rulers. 

‘The following may be regarded as the more fun- 
damental religious principles underlying the Refor- 
mation movement 


(0) ‘The supremacy of the authority of the Bible 
over.the authority of the Church 


The Roman Church maintained that the living 
Church was the sole interpreter of the Bible, and 
assigned special authority to the Latin Vulgate on 

- the ground that the interpretation of the original 
that it contained was in accordance with a consensus 
of views held by the Fathers of the Church. The - 
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E riae Shot Da sacred Scriptures in. 
the original languages, being the fountain-head of 
inspiration and authority recognized by all Christian 
peoples, should be the supreme court of appeal in all 
matters of faith and practice, and that the doctrines, 
Practices and decrees of the Chureh itself should be 
accepted or rejected according as they could be prov- 
ed or disproved by reference to the plain teachings 
of the Bible, especially the writings of the apostles 
as studied under the guidance of the Spirit of Christ. 
The Roman Church claimed the control of the laity 
by the teaching priesthood, and allowed the reading : 
of the Scriptures in the vernacular tongues only 
under certain restrictions and precautions, from fear 
of abuse and profanation. The reformers maintain- . 
ed that the meaning of the Scriptures is determined 
by reason and scholarship, and not by any Church 
authority, and claimed for every man the right to 
rend and study the Bible for himself, and in his own 3 
tougue, without priestly permission and interven- 
tion. * . b 3 
(b) The supremacy of faith over works. | 
The Roman Church maintained that man was " 
justified by faith and works, by Divine grace and 
m human merit. Forgivoness for sins committed after 
baptism was to be earned by good works and pen- 
ances and strict observance of the secramental ~ 
system under priestly direction. The standpoint of igs 




























the reformers was that salvation was by the free 
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grace of God through living faith in Christ. Men 
are justified by faith alone, and good works are not 
the eondition but the necessary evidence of justifica- 
tion, Works are the outward signs of a good or bad 
heart and in and for themselves have no value before 
God. 


(c) The supremacy of the Christian people over an 
exclusive priesthood. 

The Roman Church regarded the bishops and 
priests as the teaching and ruling Church, possess- 
ing exclusive powers of legislation and administra- 
tion. The laity must obey the priesthood in all 
spiritual matters. The Reformers maintained that 
all believers are priests unto God, that all true 
Christians are of the spiritual and priestly estate, 
and that there is no difference between them save of 
office alone. Through union with Christ, the Eternal 
Son, and the great high-priest of the human race, all 
believers have direct access to the Father; and so 
from the standpoint of the reformers, the Christian 
minister is a priest only in the general sense in 
which this term is applicable to all Christian men. 
‘This principle consistently carried out is generally 
regarded by Protestants as securing for the laity 
active co-operation in the government and adminis- 
tration of the Church. 

In the history of Christianity since the Reforma- 
tion there has been in some countries a consillerable 
intermingling of political considerations with religious 
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interests, bub brief reference may be made to the 
more important movements and religious bodies. 

(1) Lutherans are those Christians who adopt 
the principles set forth by Martin Luther in his 
opposition to the Roman Church. Lutheranism 
spread from its home in Germany to Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden and later to America. An 
important doctrine associated with Lutheranism is 
that known as Consubstantiation. The doctrine of 
the Roman Church, Transubstantiation, is to the 
effect that after priestly consecration, the elements— 
bread and wine—in the Eucharist or Lord's Supper 
are converted into the veritable body and blood of 
Christ. Owing to the omnipresence of the body of 
Christ extended in space, the body and blood of 
Christ, according to the Lutheran doctrine of con- 
substantiation, are mysteriously present in the sacred 
elements. 

In Lutheran countries generally the state exercises 
considerable authority in Church matters, In 
Denmark, Norway and Sweden thore are bishops. 

(2) The reformed Church specially so called, is 
that section of the Protestant Church which on the 
continent of Europe separsted from Luther and 
adopted the theology and ecclesiastical polity of 
Calvin, The work of reform in German Switzerland 
began in 1519 A.D. with Ulrich Zwingli He 
regarded the sscrament ss a symbolical memorial of 
-Christ’s suffering and death. This difference of view 
Jed to a division in the forces of reform. A French 
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Swiss reformer, John Calvin, endeavor to mediate 
between Luther and Zwingli, holding that the Lord's 
Supper is not only a symbol, but a channel of Divine 
grace to believing participants. He further insisted 
on the absolute sovercignty of the free grace of 
God as the ground of haman salw Men owe 
their salvation to the Divine predestination and 
election. The ecclesiastical polity of Calvinism was 
impressed on the Protestantism of Holland, France 
and Scotland. The Puritanism of England, too, was 
essentially Calvinistic in its theology. Thus, so far 
as official Christianity in Great Britain is concerned, 
the Church of Scotland is Calvinistic and Pres- 
byterian, while the Church of England represents a. 
compromise between the doctrines and rites of the 
old Church and those of Lutheranism and Calvinism. 

(8) Independents appeared in the early days of 
the Reformation in England, and afürmed the 
independence of each Christian congregation on the 
ground of the presence and action of Christ Himself 
in every community gathered together in His name, 
Independency during the period of the Common- 
wealth in England was the dominant influence in the 
state, The Pilgrim Fathers who laid the foundation 
of the American Republic were in the main Indepen- 
dents. A body known as Anabaptists—so called be- 
cause they re-baptized those who had been baptized 
in infancy—arose in the days of the early reformers, 
‘and spread rapidly over those parts of Europe which 
were affected by the Reformation, They were the 























dxxx INTRODUCTION 








radical party of the Reformation period. They held 
that the purity of the Church could be maintained 
by the baptism of believers only, and repudiated the 
supremacy oi the state in the realm of conscience. 
Many of their ideas, politieal and social, were revolu- 
tionary in tendency, and every effort was made to 
suppress the sect. The modern Baptists, the largest: 
of the Protestant bodies in America, though holding 
many views in common with Anabaptists, had a 
separate origin. They have been always closely asso- 
ciated with the Independents or Congregationalists. 
‘The Society of Friends or Quakers, a body founded 
by George Fox (1024—1091 A.D.) protested against 
all externalism in religion, whether in the form of 
creeds, churches, or sacraments, and preached the 
*' inner light "’ kindled in every man’s conscience by 
God and renewed and awakened by the Spirit of 
Christ. The Methodists look to John Wesley 
(1708-1791 A.D.) as their founder. He and White- 
field were the great leaders of the Evangelical revival 
in England, a movement which greatly influenced 
ihe English working classes. Methodism has made 
great progress in America and the British Colonies. 
‘The theology of Methodism insists on the freedom 
of the human will as an element in Divine predesti- 
nation, and so accepts the doctrine known as Armi- 
nianism as opposed to tho Calvinistio standpoint. 
‘This review may close with a brief mention of 
‘some of the more important features of modern 
Christian life and thought in the West. 
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(a) Asa result of the Reformation movement, 
Roman Catholicism has set itself from the time of 
what is known as the Counter-Reformation to 
remove the worst abuses which the reformers had 
exposed and condemned. While the supremacy 
of the Pope is rigidly maintainel and priestly 
authority still dominant, the Roman Church of 
to-day in religious zeal, social service and missionary 
enthusiasm is very different from the corrupt Church 
of the pre-Reformation period. 

(b) Lutheran orthodoxy after a period of vigor- 
ous growth lost the living power of the reformers; 
but in the latter half of the seventeenth century 
there was a spiritual revival known as Pi 















as the living source of saving knowledge, and substi- 
tuted for the external orthodox theology, a theology 
of the heart. In recent years, modern Rationalist 
thought hus made considerable headway in Lutheran 
circles in Germany. 

(c) The Tractarian movement, begun in 1833 
by the publication of '' Trasts for the Timos,”’ of 
which John Henry Newman (1801-1891) was the 
inspiring genius until he passed over to Roman 
Catholicism in 1845, has tried to restore Catholic 
doctrine and practice in the Anglican Church. Some 
of the more advanced leaders of this movement 
regard the Reformation as » mistake and are work- 
ing for the corporate re-union of the Anglican 
Ghurch with the Church of Rome. The definitely, 
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Protestant and Evangelical element in the Anglican 
Church is, however, large and powerful, more parti- 
eularly among the laity. In dootrine and general 
religious outlook, its sympathies are with the reform- 
ed Churches rather than with the Church of Rome. 
(d) The Puritan movement which grew up in the 
Church of England in the sixteenth century among 
those who contended for greater strictness of life. 
simplicity of worship and greater divergence from 
Roman rites and practices, is now represented in 
England by the Evangelicals in the Anglican Church, 
and more specially by the Nonconformists or Puritan 
Dissenters who form the so-called Free Churches, 
Historically, the term Nonconformists is applied to 
those who after the Act of Uniformity (A.D. 1662), 
passed two years after the fall of the Puritan Com- 
monwealth and the Restoration of the Stuarts, 
refused to conform to that Act and ceased to be 
members of the Church of England. The term is 
now applied to all members of the Free Churches in 
England, specially Baptists, ‘Congregationalists and 
Methodists, and less definitely to the English 
Presbyterians. In this connection it needs to be noted 
that the National Church of Scotland is Presbyterian, 
not Anglican or Episcopal, and so the term Noncon- 
formist as understood in England does not apply in 
Scotland. For two centuries, the English Noncon- 
formists suffered various disabilities including exclu- 
sion from the ancient Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge. Practically all disabilities have, 
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however, now been removed. Nearly one half of the 
people of England and Wales are connected, with 
the Free Churches. In Wales especially the great 
body of the people are Nonconformists. Anglicanism « 
is especially strong in the south of England. In 
recent years there has been a strong movement 
among the Nonconformist Churches in the direction 
of friendly co-operation and ultimate corporate 
union. Not a few men of especially optimistic out- 
look in the Nonconformist bodies are even contem- * 
plating the definite possibility of re-union with the 
Anglican Church under such conditions as will give 
adequate recognition to the fundamental principles, 
not only of Episcopacy, but also of Presbyterianism 
and Independency or Congregationalism in one united 
Church. 
(c) The Christianity of the present day is face to 
face with many problems of a grave and pressing 
character. While there has been a great expansion 
of tho Christian Church as a result of the missionary 
efforts of the past century in many lands, it must 
be recognised that the democratic elements in parts 
of England, but more specially on the continent of 
Europe, look with distrust on the Christian Church, 
as defenders to a large extent of the existing social 
order, even where that order unjustly favours the 
classes at the expense of the masses. Many of the 
best minds in the Christian Church are thinking out 
the application of the Christian ideal to modern 
~conditiuns, A revolutionary change in the ordinary 
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ecclesiastical outlook is necessary. If Christianity is 
to be a powerful factor in modern social and political 
life. Theological problems, too, of a pressing charac- 
ier are troubling the leaders of Christian thought. 
In the realm of Biblical criticism, there has been a 
radical change of outlook in regard to the origin and 
growth of the Bible and Biblical ideas. In the realm 
of nature there have been scientific discoveries and 
conquests of a far-reaching character, so that the 
principle of evolution is now being applied in every 
sphere of human thought including Christianity, In 
the sphere of the history of religion, scholarly in- 
vestigation has made possible a comparison between 
Christianity and other religions revealing startling 
resemblances as well as fundamental differences, 
All these and other such considerations have made 
it clear to candid minds that if Christianity is to 
realise its purpose and promise, it must be prepared 
to forget many of the things that are behind, and 
to reach forth to the many things before, so as to 
adapt itself to the new environments, intellectual, 
social and religious, of the new world of our own 
day. 


‘The History of the English Bible 


The language of the Old Testament, Hebrew, is 
‘a Semitic language closely allied to Aramaic, Syriac, 
Arabic and other kindred languages, A few chapters 
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only of the Old Testament are in Aramaic, the 
language of Syria, which was widely known, being 
found in Babylonia, Egypt and Arabia. After the 
exile, Aramaic became the language of the Jew, and 
Hebrew ceased about a century before the Christian 
era to be a spoken language. Jesus himself must 
shave given his ordinary teaching in Aramaic, though 
all the books of the New Testament are written in 
Greek, the lingua franca of the Roman Empire, 
While a certain amount of Hebrew influence is felt 
in the style of the language of the New Testament, 
recent discovery of contemporary inscriptions and 
papyri shows that the grammar and style of New 
Testament language are in the main the grammar 
and style of contemporary and colloquial Greek 
used in commerce and popular intercourse through- 
out the Roman Empire. 

The Old Testament was, as we bave seen, first 
translated into Greek for the benefit of Jews re- 
siding in Egypt in the version known as the Sep- 
tusgint which was begun in the third century B.C. 
The oldest versions of the New Testament are the 
Syriac and the Latin, both of which may be traced 
back in some form to the second century A. D. It 
is certain that by the second half of the second 
century A.D., the Gospels existed in Syriac, the 
eastern dislect of the Aramaic language which 
during the early centuries of the Christian era pre- 
yailed in Mesopotamia and the adjoining regions, 
The Syriac version known as Peshitta (i.c., the 
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simple) probably owes its origin to a Bishop of 
Edessa (411—435 A.D.) and, while based to some 
extent on its predecessors, completely superseded 
them. As Christianity spread westward, it came 
into contact with the Latin-speaking population of 
the Roman Empire. The educated classes even in 
Italy spoke and wrote Greck freely, and many from 
among the lower classes had come from Greek- 
spesking countries; and so it happens that the early 
literature of the Roman Church is Greek. In the 
Roman province of North Africa, especially the 
district which is now known as Tunis, Latin was 
alike the literary and spoken language. The earliest 
Latin version of the new Testament consequently 
had its home in Africa. Latin versions in due 
Course became so numerous and varied that near 
the end of the fourth century A. D. Jerome, a lead- 
ing Biblical scholar of his time, undertook at the 
request of the Church authorities a complete revi- 
sion of the existing Latin translations with reference 
to the original languages. His translation written 
ina clear and simple Latin style, got to be known 
as the Vulgate (or, popular) version, and became 
virtually the Bible of the west, the only form in 
which the Bible as a whole was known to European 
peoples for nearly a thoussnd years, 

"The Vulgate, however, was not accessible to the 
unlearned, and translations into the vernacular of 
Europe came in course of time to be made. It was 
the Latin Bible that tho first missionaries brought 
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with them to England, and instruction was carried 
on by oFal teaching and preaching. As time went 
on, a demand arose for an English translation of the 
Scriptures; and these translations, begun in Anglo- 
Saxon times, included a£ least the books of the Law. 
some of the historical books, the Psalms and the 
four Gospels. The names of Cedmon, Bede, King 
Alfred and JElfric are known in this connection. 

It is noteworthy that these early versions of por- 
tions of the Bible were executed under ecclesinsti- 
cal direction, or by and for orthodox members of the 
Roman Church, It is with the appearance of the 
Wyclifite versions that the Bible in English came to 
be looked upon with suspicion by the Orthodox party 
within the Church. It was a part of Wyclif's teach: 
ing and that of his followers, tbe Lollards, that the 
Bible, not the Church or Catholia tradition, was a 
man’s supreme spiritual authority; and so Wyolif's 
zealin Biblical translation for the benefit of the 
common people is intelligible. It is a matter of un- 
certainty what part Wyclif himself took in the work 
of translation; but the New Testament completed 
about 1880 A.D., is generally attributed to him, 
‘The greater part of the Old Testament is assigned to 
Nicholas Hereford, one of Wyclif's principal sup- 
porters in the University of Oxford. The whole 
Bible was in the hands of the English people for 
the first time in their mother tongue towards the end 
of the summer of 1382 A.D.  Wyelif died on the last 
day of the year 1984 A.D., and the work of revision 
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which fell unfnished from Wyclif's own hands 
was taken up by his intimate friend John Purvey, 
leader of the Lollard party after Wyclif's death, and 
brought to # close in 1888 A.D. The later version 
is a considerable improvement on the earlier, being 
far more idiomatic and less archaic. It needs to be 
noted that it was translated from the Latin Vulgate 
and not from the original Hebrew or Greek. But 
the English, especially of the later version, is clear 
and homely and sufficiently near the modern form 
of English to be generally intelligible even to-day. 

‘The following specimen will indicate the character 
of the language: "And whider I go ye witen and ye 
witen the wey. Thomas seith to him, Lord, we 
witen not whider thou goist and hou moun we wite 
the weie. Ihesus seith to him I am weye truthe and 
lit; no man cometh to the Fadir but bime. If ye 
hadden knowe me sothly ye hadden knowe also my 
fadir."" (St. John, XIV. 4.7.) 

In Wyelif's day, printing had not been discovered, 
and sothe Wyelifite version could be multiplied 
only in manuscript copies. It is clear, however, that 
this first vernacular English Bible, notwithstanding 
ecclesiastical decrees against it, was circulated in large 
numbers amongst the people and did much to break 
down the tradition that the vernacular was unfit 
for eacred uses. Over hundred and forty old manu- 
script copies are still in existence, many of them small 
pocket volumes clearly meant for private study. 
Others belonged to the greatest personages in the 









INTRODUCTION dxxxix 


land, and copies are still in existence which formerly 
had for owners several of the English kings and 
Queens. 

On the fall of Constantinople to the Turks in 
1458, Greek scholars fleeing with their treasures of 
art and literature crowded half a dozen ships in their 
escape to Italy. Scholars from all parts of Europe 
made their way to Florence and Rome to attend 
the lectures of the Greek exiles. Interest in the 
works of Greek authors, Pagan and Christian, be- 
came intense. Though books were printed in English 
from 1477 onwards, i! gular that while France, 
Spain, Italy, Bohemia and Holland possessed the 
Bible in the vernacular before the accession of Henry 
VIII in 1609, no English printer attempted to put 
the familiar English Bible of Wyclif into type. 
Erasmus in 1516 published the New Testament in 
Greck with a new Latin version of his own. The 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament had been pub- 
lished as early as 1488, A direct rendering of the 
Scriptures from the original languages now became 
possible, and William Tyndale was the first to take 
advantage of these altered conditions. After having 
thoroughly saturated his mind with the new learn- 
ing, first at Oxford and then at Cambridge, he 
resolved to open the eyes of priests and people to 
the serious corruptions of the Church by translat- 
ing the New Testament into the current vernacular 
of his time and having it printed for general use. 
Getting no encouragement from the ecclesiastical 
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or civil authorities in England for the carrying 
out of his great purpose, he crossed the seas to 
Hamburg in the spring of 1524 and brought his 
translation of the New Testament to a happy issue. 
He succeeded in passing two editions through the 
press in 1525 or 1526, Three thousand copies of 
each edition were printed; but such strong measures 
of suppression were adopted by the ecclesiastical and 
civil authorities in England, that with the exception 
of one complete copy, an imperfect one anda 
fragment, all the six thousand copies have disap 
peared off the face of the earth. He continued his 
work of translation and revision, and in due course 
completed a translation of a large part of the Old 
Testament, including the Books of Moses and the 
historical books from the original Hebrew. After 
some months of imprisonment, he was brought to 
trial, condemned and burnt at the stake on October 
6th, 1536, crying with a fervent, great and loud 
voice, “Lord open Thou the King of England's 
eyes." ‘Tyndale’s first New Testament was thus 
the first printed English New Testament, and it has 
been estimated that from 85 to 90 per cent. of the 
authorised version of the New Testament of 1611 is 
tobefound in Tyndale, so that the characteristics 
of his style may be learnt from the authorised ver- 
sion itself, It was he, too, who set on foot the 
movement which went forward without a break until 
it culminated in the production of the authorised 
version. ‘Tyndale’s translation, moreover, was the 
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first English version made directly from the original 
languages. 

A brief reference needs to be made to tbe ver- 
sions of the Bible between Tyndale’s and the 
authorised version. 

(a) The first complete printed English Bible we 
owe to Miles Coverdale, The first edition was 
printed abroad and published in October, 1535 A.D., 
with a dedication to Henry VIII. By this time, 
conditions were gradually becoming more favourable 
to n Protestant Bible in England. Henry had 
finally broken with the Pope, and men like Arch- 
bishop Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell were in 
power, Coverdale made good use of the available 
Latin, German and English versions, and in the 
New Testament he was dependent largely on 
Tyndale. Coverdale's is the first Bible in which 
those books known as the Apocrypha and not in- 
cluded in the regular canon or standard of faith 
were left out of the body of the Old Testament and 
placed by themselves at the end of it. 

{b) Matthew's Bible published in 1537 A.D. 
with the gracious license of the King himself 
contained Tynadle’s translation of the New Testa- 
ment and of the Law and historical books of the Old 
Testament, the remainder being Coverdale’s 
version. The real name of the editor appears to 
have been John Rogers, the name Thomas Matthew 
being only assumed. There are copious annotations 
in this version of a decidedly Protestant tendency. 
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From Matthew's Bible—itself a combination of the 
labours of Tyndale and Coverdale—the later English 
revisions were made, 

(c) The first edition of what became known as 
the Great Bible appeared in April, 1539 A.D., with 
an injunction by royal authority that it should be 
set up in every parish church. Contemporary 
evidence proves that it was welcomed and read with 
avidity. This work wasa thorough revision of 
Matthew's Bible undertaken by Coverdale at the 
request of Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell. The 
first edition was exhausted within twelve months, 
and the second edition appeared with a prologue by 
Cranmer. Through several successive editions the 
knowledge of the Bible was spread broadcast 
throughout the land, being accessible to every 
Englishmen in his parish church. The version of 
the Psalter as found in the Great Bible has held its 
place in the Book of Common Prayer to this day. 
The accession of Mary, a woman of strong Roman 
Catholic convictions, naturally put a stop to the 
printing and circulation of the vernacular Bible in 
England. Rogers and Cranmer, like Tyndale before 
them, suffered martyrdom at the stake, while 
Coverdale, after a period of imprisonment, found a 
refuge at Geneva. 

(d) In A.D. 1557 the English exiles who had 
found refuge in Geneva, during the reign of Mary, 
produced a version of the New Testament with a 
preface by Calvin, and in A.D. 1560 the whole Bible. 
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Thisisknown as the Geneva Bible, sometimes 
Popularly as the '* Breeches Bible ' because of the 
rendering of Genesis, III. 7. The success of this 
revision was decisive and long continued, Most 
Previous versions were large folios suitable for use in 
churches, The Geneva version was usually printed 
asa small quarto and in a readable Roman type, 
instead of Black-letters. It further had the division 
of the chapters into verses, and a marginal commen- 
tary with racy notes which proved a great attraction 
to the Puritans. Between A.D. 1560-1644, at least 
hundred and forty editions of the Geneva Bible 
were published, notwithstanding the fact of its 
not being allowed for use in the churches because 
of its Calvinistic and Puritan tendency. As a 
version, it was generally speaking distinotly superior 
to the Great Bible, 

(¢) Meanwhile, a new version had been in pre- 
paration under the influence of Archbishop Parker 
and other learned dignitaries and scholars of the 
Church of England. ‘This version goes by the name 
of the Bishop's Bible. It was meant to counteract 
the ever-growing popularity of the Geneva Bible. 
The Bishop's Bible superseded the Great Bible 
as the official version ; but the Geneva version still 
maintained its supremacy in the homes of the 
people. 

(f) From the time of Tyndale onwards the 
translation of the Scriptures had been more or less 
am outcome of the reform movement within the 
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Church. The Rheims and Douai Bible we owe to 
Roman Catholic refugees on the Continent. These 
seholars translated from the Latin Vulgate, The 
Douai version was accompanied by notes of a con- 
troversial character to counteract the tendencies of 
the Protestant versions ; and its strongly Latinized 
vocabulary had some influence on King James’ 
version. 


E 
The Authorized Version (A.D. 1611) 


The English Bible which is now recognized as 
the authorized version wherever the English 
langnage is spoken, is a revision of the Bishop's 
Bible, having been projected in 1604 and published 
in 1611. Ib arose outof the Hampton Court Con- 
ference held by James IV in 1604 with the object 
of effecting a settlement between the Puritan and 
the Anglican elements of the Church. ‘The proposal 
first came from the leader of the moderate Puritan 
party in the Conference and was eagerly taken up 
by King James, who appointed about fifty of the 
most accomplished scholars of the Kingdom belong- 
ing t6 different parties to carry through the work. 
These men sat in six companies, two at West- 
minster, two at Oxford and two at Cambridge. The 
Sections allotted to each were submitted for mutual 








-eriticism and finally revised by a representative 
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committee. The whole work appears to have 
taken nearly three years, and the new version was 
first given to the world in 1611, in a large folio 
volume of  Blackletter type. No proclamation 
announced its publication and no enactment further- 
ed its acceptance, and, as isthe case with most 
things new, many regarded the new version with 
distrust and jealousy. The new Bible, however, wan 
its way slowly, though it took thirty years or more 
to dispossess the Geneva version in the affection of 
the people and to pass into universal use. Only its 
excellence made it the autborized version ; and so 
marked was this, that no further revision was at- 
tempted for over two hundred and fifty years. (The 
Revised version of the New Testament appeared in 
1881, and of the Old in 1885.) Its success must 
be attributed to the fact that it was not the work 
oa single scholar, or of a small group, or of a 
large number working independently, but was 
produced by the co-operation of a carefully selected 
band of scholars after full and repeated — revision. 
The translators themselves did not claim that it 
was a new translation. The foundations were laid 
by Tyndale, and each succeeding version added 
something to the original stock. They made free 
use of the materials accumulated by others, and 
so impressed were they with the solemnity of 
their subject and so endowed with the gift of — style, 
that they succeeded in producing a work which 
from the merely literary point of view is the noblest 
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achievement of the age in which they lived and has 
influenced incalculably the whole subsequent course 
of English literature. 

On the charagter and spiritual history of the 
English nation the Bible has left an indelible mark, 
to which many writers even from among those 
who reject ecclesiastical confessions and creeds have 
borne eloquent testimony. The following words of 
Professor Huxley may be quoted in this connec: 
tion :—'' Consider the great historical fact that for 
three centuries this book has been woven into the life 
of all that is noblest and best in our history, and that 
it has become the national epic of our race ; that it 
is written in the noblest and purest English, and 
abounds in exquisite beauties of mere literary form ; 
and finally, that it forbids the veriest hind, who 
never left his village, to be ignorant of the existence 
of other countries and other civilizations and of a 
great past, stretching back to the farthest limits of 
the oldest nations in the world. 

“ By the study of what other book could children 
be so much humanized and made to feel that each 
figure in that vast historical procession fills, like 
themselves, but a momentary space in the interval 
between the eternities, and earns the blessings or 
curses of all time according to its efforts todo good 
and hate evil? 

“The Bible bas been the Magna Charta of the 
poor and the oppressed. Down to modern times, no 
State has bad a constitution in which the interests 
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of the people are so largely taken into score in 
which the duties, so much more than the privileges, 
of rulers are insisted upon, as that drawn up for 

v. Israel in Deuteronomy and Leviticus. Nowhere is 
L the fundamental truth that the welfare of the State, 

. ^. im the long run, depends upon the righteousness of 
the citizen, so strongly laid down. The Bible is the 
most democratic book in the world." 

____By general consent the Bible has been a powerful 
influence in moulding the diction of the leading 
thinkers and literary artists of England. Ite stories, © 
language, imagery and ideas have laid hold of the 
thought and imagination of such gifted writers as” 
Milton, Bunyan, Addison, Cowper, Burns, Words- 
worth, Burke, Scott, Carlyle and Ruskin. To such 
‘an extent have scriptural language and ideas been 

ih writers, that an acquain- . 

rature is manifestly indis- 

pensable to all students seeking a true and sound 

D knowledge of the literature of England and the life. 

of western lands. 
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS 


And it came to pass in those di that there 
went out a decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed. (2) (And this taxing was 
first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
(8) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
ity. 

(4) And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judwa, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was 
of the house and lineage of David:) (5) To be taxed 
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
(6) And so it was, that, while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 
(T) And she brought forth her first-born son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger ; because there was no room for them in the 
inn. 
(8) And there werein thesame country shep- 
herds abiding in The feld, keeping watch over their 
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flock by night. (9) And, lo, the angel of the Lord ^ 
esme upon them, ind the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them : and they were sore afraid. (10) 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. (11) For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. (12) And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in à manger. 
(18) And suddenly there was with the angela 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, (14) Glory to God in the highest, and on : 
earth peace, good will toward men. 
(15) And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into he: , the shepherds said one 4 
to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, nnd 
see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 





LI 


\ ‘both made Known unto us, (16) And they came " 

w with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the ry 
babe lying ina manger. (17) And when they had : 
seen it, they made known abroad the saying which € 


was told them concerning this child. (18) And all 
they that heard it wondered at those tbíügs which 
were told them by the shepherds. (19) But Mary 
‘Kept all these things, and pondered thém in her 
heart. (20) And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
amd praising God for all the things that they ghad 
‘heard and seen, as jt was told unig them. 
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THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN FROM 
THE EAST 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of * e fai 


Juda in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, (2) 
Say ing, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come 
to worship him. ; 
(8) When Herod the king had heard these things, 
‘he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. (4) 
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born. (6) And they said 
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judwa: for thus itis 
written by the prophet, (6) And thou Bethlehem, 
in the land of Juda, art not the least among the 
princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Gover- 
‘nor, that shall rule my people Israel. (7) Then Herod, 
when he had privily called the wise men, inquired 
of them diligently what time the star appeared, 


(8) And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go 


and search diligently for the young child ; and when 
ye have found him, bring me word sgain, that I 
/may come and worship him also. 

(9) When they had heard the king, they depart- 
-ed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
- went before them, till it came and stood over where 
theiyoung child was, (10) When they saw the star, 





“they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. (11) And 


"when they were come into the house, they saw the 
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young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; 
gold and frankincense, and myrrh. (12) And being 
warned of God ina dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed into their own 


country another way. 


THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS 


(18) And when they were departed, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph ina dream, 
saying, Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until 
I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young 
child to destroy him. (14) When he arose, he took 
the young cbild and his mother by night, and depart- 
ed into Egypt: (15) And was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of 
Egypt have I called my son. 

(16) Then Herod, when he saw that he was mock- 
ed of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 


forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethle- - 


hem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had 
diligently inquired of the wise men. (17) Then was 
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
phet, saying, (18) In Roma was there a voice heard, 
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JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 


dementation, and weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be 
comforted, because they are not. 

(19) But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel 
ofthe Lord appeareth ina dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, (20) Saying, Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and go into the land of Israel : for 
‘they are dead which sought the young child's life, 
(21) And he arose, and took tbe young child and his 
mother, and came into the land of Israel. (22) But 
when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judwa in 
‘the room ot his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
thither : notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: 
(28) And be came and dwelt in a city called Naza- 
reth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
‘the prophets, IIe shall be called Nazarene. 








THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 


(41) Now his parents went to Jerusalem every 
year ut the feast of the passover. (42) And when he 
wis twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
‘after the custom of the feast. (48) And when they 
had: fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and 
‘his mother knew not of it. (44) But they, suppos- 
ing him to have been in the company, went a day's 
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journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk” 
E and acquaintance. (45) And when they found him 
not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking 
him. (46) And it came to pass, that after three 
days they found him in the temple. sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking 
them questions, (47) And all that beard him were 
astonished at his understanding and answers. (49) 
à And when they saw him, they were amazed: and 
his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus 
dealt with us ? behold, thy father and I have sought 
thee sorrowing. (49) And he said unto them, How 
is it that ye sought me ? wist ye not. that I must be: 
about my Father's business? 

(60) And they understood not the saying which: 
he spake unto them. (51) And he went down with 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto- 
them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart, (62) And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man. 








JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE BAPTISM 
OF JESUS 


“Matthey, ^ [n those days came John the Baptist, p 

117," in the wilderness of Judea, (2) And saying, Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
(8) For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet- 
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BAPTISM OF IESUS 


Essias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. (4) And the same John had his 
raiment of camel’s hair, anda leathern girdle about 
his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 
(5) Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, (6) And 
were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 

(7) But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to bis baptism, he said unto them, 
O generation of vipers, who. hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come ? (8) Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repeatance: (0) And think not to say 
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our fatber: 
for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones 
to raise up children unto Abraham, (10) And now 
also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees ; there- 
fore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn dowa, and cast into the fire. (11) I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes T 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire: (12) Whose fan is 
in his hand, and he «ill throughly purge his floor. 
and gather his wheat into the garner; but be will 
burn up the chaff with unquencbable fire. 

^(12) Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John, to be baptized of him. (14) But John 
forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of 
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thee, and comest thou to me ? (15) And Jesus 
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness, 
Then he suffered him. (16) And Jesus, when he 
was baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and lighting upon bim: (17) And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
m well pleased. 


THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS 


Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the 
wilderness tobe tempted ofthe devil. (2) And 
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he. 
was afterward an hungred. (3) And when the 
tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread, 
(4) But he answered and said, It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

(5) Then the devil taketh bim up into the holy 
city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
(8) And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down: for it is written, Ho shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee: and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
gt foot against» stone. (7) Jesus said unto 



















‘him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. 

(8) Again, the devil taketh him up into an ex- 
ceeding high mountain, and shewth bim all the - 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them ; (9) 
and saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. (10) 
‘Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

(11) Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, 
angels cameand ministered unto him. 





THE BEGINNING OF THE GALILEAN 
MINISTRY 


(17) From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. 

(18) And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, 
saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew 
bis brother, casting s net into the sea: for they were 
fishers. (19) And he saith unto them, Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men. (20) And they 
straightway left their nets, snd followed bim. (21) 
And going on from thence, he saw other two bre- 
thran, James the son of Zebedee, and Jobn bis 

. "brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mend- 
ing their nets; and he called them, (22) And they 
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immediately left the ship and their father, and 
followed him. 


(23) And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and 
all manner of disease among the people. (24) And 
his fame went throughout all Syria: and they 
brought unto him all sick people that were taken 
with divers diseases and torments, and those which 
were possessed with devils, and those which were 
lonatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed 
them 

(25) And there followed him great multitudes of”, 
people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judes and from beyond. 
Jordan. 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a: 
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples camo 
(2) And he opened his mouth, and taught 
them, saying, . 

(8) Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

(4) Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted. 

(5) Blessed ore the meek: for they shall inherit. 
the earth. 

























THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


(0) Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst ^ 


after righteousness : for they shall be filled. 
(7) Blessed are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain merey. 


(8) Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall” 


see God. 


(9) Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 


be culled the children of God. 

(10) Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

(11) Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 


and persecute you, and sball say all. manner. of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. (12) Rejoice, and. 


be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you. 

' are the salt of the earth: but if the sait. 
wour, wherewith shall it be salted? 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

(14) Ye are the light of the world. A city that 
is set onan hill cannot be hid. (15) Neither do 
men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that 
fare in the house. (10) Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glori. 






fy your Father which is in heaven. 


(17) Think not that Iam come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets : I am not come to destro y, but 
= . 
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to fulfil, (18) For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
mo wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. (19) 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach. men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do snd teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For 
Tsay unto you, That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. - 
(21) Ye have heard that it was said by them of 
old time, Thou shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall 
Kill shall be in danger of the judgment: (22) But 
I say unto you. That whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment : and whosoever shall say to his brother, 
Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whoso- 
ll say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire. (28) Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee; (24) Leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
‘brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 

(25) Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles 
thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the 
adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge 

deliver thee to the officer, nnd thou be cast into 
prison. (26) Verily Tsay unto thee, Thou shalt by 
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no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the 
uttermost farthing. 

(27) Ye have heard that it was said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 
(28) But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh 
ona woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. 

(29) And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it 
out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for 
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not 
that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 
(80) And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, 
and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish, and not that 
thy whole body should be cast into hell. 

(81) It hath been said, Whosoever shall put 
awny his wife, let him give her a writing of divoree- 
ment: (82) But I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of 
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced commit- 
teth adultery. 

(83) Again, ye have heard that it hath been said 
by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, 
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 
(84) But Isay unto you, Swear not at all; neither 
by beaven; for it is God's throne: (35) Nor by the 
earth; for it is his footstool : neither by Jerusalem; 
for it is the city of the great King. (86) Neither 
shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst 
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not make one hair white or black. (37) But let your 
‘communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for what- 
‘soever is more than these cometh of evil. 

(88) Ye have heard that it hath been said, An 
eye for an eye, anda tooth for a tooth: (39) But 
Tsay unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whoso- 
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also. (40) And if any man will sue thee 
ut the law, andtake away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloke also. (41) And whosoever shall compel 
thee to go a mile, go with him twain, 

(42) Give to him that asketh thee, and from him 
that would borrow of thee turn not thou away, 

(45) Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou 
sbalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy, 
(44) But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you; (45) That ye may be the children of 
‘your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 
‘sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust. (46) For if ye 
love them which love you, what reward have yo ? 
do not even the publicans the same? (47) And if ye 
‘salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others? do not even the publicans so? (48) Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
‘in heaven is perfect. 

VIL. (1) Take heed that ye do not your alum» 

‘before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have 
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no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 

(2) Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may 
shaye glory of men, Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward. (3) But when thou doest alms, 
let not thy left hand know what thy right band 
doeth: (4) That thine alms may be in secret : and 
thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward 
thee openly. 

(6) And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be 
us the hypocrites are: for théy love to pray standing 
in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward. (6) But thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy* Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. 

(7) But when yo pray, use not vain repetitions, 
as the heathen do: for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speaking. (8) Be not ye 
therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask him 
(9) After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy nai (10) 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is im heaven, (11) Give us this day our daily 
bread. (12) And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
‘our debtors. (13) And lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil; For thing isthe kingdom, — 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. |^ 
(14) For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your — 


Heavenly Father will also forgive yous (15) But it. " 
y6 forgive not men their trespasses, neither will TA. 
Father forgive your trespasses. 





(16) Moreover when ye fast, be noi, as = 
hypocrites, of a sud countenance ; for they disfigure 
their faces, that they may appear unto men to fasti, 
Verily I say unto you, They have their rewi 
(17) But thou when thou fastest, anoint thine head. - 
and wash thy face; (18) That thou appear not unto 
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: 
and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward 
thee openly. 

(19) Lay not up for youraelves treasures wu 
earth, where moth afd rust doth corrupt, and wh 
thieves break through and steal: (20) But lay op. 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neithi 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do_ 
no( break through nor’ steal: (2) For where .your™ 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

(22) The light of the body is the eye: if therefore B 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be fullof | 
light. (28) But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body ^, — - 
shall be full of darkness, If therefore the light that — '' 
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness| = 

(24) No man can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; tbe 
will hold to the one, and despise the other, Ye 
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NEA cannit eerie OS mammon, (25) Therefore I 
‘ say. unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye 
leat, or iat ye sball drink ; nor yet for your body 
“what ye put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
~ and the body than raiment? (26) Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap. nor 
Jather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
(hem. Are ye not much better than they? (27) 
2 Vhich of you by taking thought can add one cubit 
'. ji nto his stature? (28) And why take ye thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: (20) And 
“yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. (30) Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to 
‘1, and to morrow is cast into the oven, sball he 
| mueh more clothe you, O ye of little faith? (81) 
erefore take no thought, saying. What shall we 
sat? or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall 
‘we be clothed? (32) (For after all these things do 
the Gent ek:) for your heavenly Father know- 
eth that ye have need of all these things. (33) But 
seek yo first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
© . ness; and all these thirgs shall be added unto you. 
(84) "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for 
the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
. " elf. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof, 
(1) Judge not, that ye be not judged. (2) 
ith what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
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measured to you again. (3) And why  beholdest 
thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 


considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye ^ - 


(4) Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull 
out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam 
és in thine own eye? (5) Thou hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt: 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother's eye. 

(6) Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 
neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them under their feet, and turn again and 
rend you, 

(7) Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
sball find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
(8) Fur every ono that asketh receiveth; and he that 
sceketh findeth; und to him that knocketh it shall 


be opened. (0) Or what man is there of you, whom — 


if his son ask bread, will he give him & stone ? 

(10) Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 

(11) If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 

gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
. Father which is in heaven give good things to them 

that ask him? 

(12) Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 

NN Siac soll do Wo you, do eres eo to Shem: 

for this is the law and the prophets. 
(13)-Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide ie 
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, a0 many there bo which go in thereat: 
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(14) Because strait is the gate, and marrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
it. 

(15) Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep's clothing. but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. (16) Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistlos? (17) Even so every good tree bringet forth 
good fruit; but ^ corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. (18) A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring fourth good fruit. 
(19) Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. (20) Where- 
fore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

(21) Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
‘he that docth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. (22) Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
ame done many wonderful works? (28) And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 

(24) Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings 
‘of mine, and doeth them, I will liken bim unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 
(25) And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
‘and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and 
it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. (26) And 
very one that beareth these sayings of mine, and 
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doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
" which built his house upon the sand: (27) And the 
" rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it. 

(28) And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, the people were astonished at bis 
doctrine: (29) For he taught them as one havmg 
authority, and not as the scribes. 








THE FEAST AT LEVI'S HOUSE. 


| Bt Matthew, (0) And ns Jesus passed forth from thence, he 
X937. qw à man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt 
of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And 
he arose, and followed him. 
(10) And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat 
in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners 
came ond sat down with him and his disciples. 
(11) And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto 
hie disciples, Why eateth your Master with publi- " 
cans ond sinners? (12) But when Jesus heard 
that, he said unto them, They that be whole need 
^ mota physician, but they that are sick. (18) But 
- goyeand learn what that meaneth, I will have » 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for Iam not come to call : 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. - 
(14) Then came to him the disciples of John, 
"Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but 
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‘thy disciples fast not? (15) And Jesus said unto 
them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, 
as long as the bridegroom is with them? but tbe 
days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken 
from them, and then shall they fast. (16) No man 
Putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, 
tor that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the 
garment, and the rent is made worse. (17) Neither 
do men put new wine into old bottles: else the 
bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the 
bottles perish : but they put new wine into new 
bottles, and both are preserved. 


SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD * 


(85) And Jesus went about all tho cities and g, eun, 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching TX. 95-88, 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sick- 

‘ness and every disease among the people. (80) But 
when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were 

^a scattered abroad, as sheep baving no shepherd. 

(87) Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest 

á truly i» plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
(98) Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
the will send forth labourers into his harvest. 
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THETWELVE SENT FORTH 


And when he bad called unto bim his twelve 
disciples, he gave them power against unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
sickness apd all manner of disease, 

(2) Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedeo, 
and Jobn his brother; (3) Philip, and Bartholomew; 
‘Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son 
of Alpheus, and Lebbmus, whose surname was 
Thaddeus; (4) Simon the Canaanite, and Judas 
Iscariot, who also betrayed bim. 

(5) These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter 
yenot: (6) But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. (7) And as ye go, preach, saying, 
‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

(8) Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, frecly 
give. (9) Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass 
in your purses, (10) Nor scrip for your journey, 
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: 
for the workman is worthy of his meat. (11) And 
into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire 
who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go 
thence. (12) And when ye come into an house, 
salute it, (18) And if the house be worthy, let your 
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THE TWELVE SENT FORTH. 3 


*  peuce come upon it: but if it be mot worthy, let 
your peace return to you. (14) And whosoever shall 
mot receive you, nor hear your words, when ye de- 
part out of that house or city, shake off the dust of 
your feet, (15) Verily I say unto you, It sball be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha 
in the day of judgment, than for that city. 

(16) Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves : be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves. (17) But beware of men: 
for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they 
will scourge you in their synagogues; (18) And ye 
shall be brought before governors and kings for my 
sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. 
(19) But. when they deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you 
in that same hour what yo shall speak. (20) For ‘ 
it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 1 
which speaketh in you. E 

(21) And the brother shall deliver up the brother. 
o death, and the father the child: and the ebildren 
shall rise up against their parents, and cause therm 
to be put to death. (29) And ye shall be hated of 
all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth 

[ to the end shall be saved. (28). But when they 

persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for 

7 verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over 

" the cities of Israel, till th» Son of man be come. 

E /— (84) The disciple is not above his master, nor the 

t ‘servant above his lord, (25) It is enough for the 
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disciple that he be as his master, and the servant 
as his lord. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call 
them of his household? (26) Fear them not there- 
fore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be 
revealed; and hid, that shall not be known, (27) 
What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: 
and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the 
housetops. (28) And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul: butrather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. (29) Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 
and one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. (30) But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. (81) Fear ye not there: 
fore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 

(92) Whosoever therefore shull confess me 
before men, him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven. (83) But whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny before my 
Father which is in heaven. 

(34) Think not that I am come to send peace on 
earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 
(85) For Iam come to set a man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and 
the daughter in law against her mother in law. 
(36) And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household. 

(87) He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or 








JESUS' TESTIMONY 


daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
(88) And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me. (89) He that 
findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it. 

(40) He that receiveth you receiveth me, and 
he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
(41) He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
prophet shall receive a prophet's reward: and he 
that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a 
righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 
(42) And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of 
these little ones à cup of cold water only in the 
name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward. 


JESUS’ TESTIMONY CONCERNING JOHN 
THE BAPTIST 


(T) And as they departed, Jesus began to say 

unto the multitudes conearning John, What went ye 

& ‘out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with 
the wind? (8) But what went ye out for to see? 

A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that 

woar soft clothing are in kings’ houses. (9) But 

. what went ye out for to see? A prophet ? yea, I 
say unto you, and more than a prophet. (10) For 
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this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. (1) Verily I say unto you, Among 
them that are born of women there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. (12) And from the days of John tho 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. (19) For 
all the prophets and the Jaw prophesied until John. 
(14) And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which 
was for to come. (15) He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 

(16) But whereunto shall I liken this generation? 
Ttis like unto children sitting in the markets, and 
calling unto their fellows, (17) And saying, We 
have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we 
have mourned unto you, and ye have not. lamented. 
(18) For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they say, He hath adevil, (19) The Son of man 
came eating ond drinking, and they say, Behold 
& man gluttonous, snd a winebibber, » friend of 
publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of 
her children. 



























DIVINE SONSHIP AND THE APPEAL TO 
THE HEAVY LADEN 


(25) At that time Jesus answered and said, [ 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because thou hast hid these things from the wise 
snd prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 
(26) Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy 
sight. 

(27) Allthings are delivered unto me of my 
Father: and no man knoweth the Son but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. (28) Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (29) 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for Iam 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. (80) For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. 








THE RATIONAL OBSERVANCE OF THE 
SABBATH 


At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day 
through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, 
and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. 
(2) But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto 

him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not 
lawful to do upon the sabbath day. (3) But he 
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said unto them, Have ye not read what David dil, 
when he was an hungred, and they that were with 
him; (4) How he entered into the house of God, 
and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for 
him to eat, neither for them which were with him, 
but only for the priests? (5) Or have ye not read 
in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests 
in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blame- 
less? (6) But I say unto you, That in this place is 
one greater than the temple. (7) But if ye had 
known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and 
not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the 
guiltless, (8) For the Son of man is Lord even of 
the sabbath day. 

(0) And when he was departed thence, he went 
into their synagogue: (10) And, behold, there was a 
man which had his band withered. And they asked 
him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath 
days? that they might accuse him. (11) And he 
said unto them, What man shall there be among you, 
that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on 
the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift 
it out? (12) How much then is a man better than 
a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on. 
the sabbath day (13) Then saith he to the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; 
and it was restored whole, like as the other. 

(14) Then the Pharisees went out, and held a 
council against him, how they might destroy him. 
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(46) While he yet talked to the people, behold, 
his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring 
to speak with him. (47) Then one said unto him. 
Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, 
desiring to speak with thee. (48) But he answered 
and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? 
and who are my brethren? (49) And he stretched 
forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold 
my mother and my brethren! (50) For whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father which in heaven, 
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 








THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


‘The same day went Jesus out of the house, and 
sat by the sea side, (2) And great multitudes were ga- 
thered together unto him, so that he went into a 
ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the 
shore. (3) And he spake many things unto them in 
parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
(4) And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wi 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: (5) 
Some fell upon stony places, where they had not 
‘much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because 





they had no deepness of earth: (6) And when the sun 
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was up. they were scorched ; and because they had 
mo root, they withered away. (7) And some fell 
among thorns ; and the thorns sprung up, and choked 
them: (8) But other fell into good ground, and 
brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. (9) Who had ears to hear, 
let him hear. 
(18) Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 
(19) When any one heareth the word of the king- 
dom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the 
wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown 
in his heart. This is he which received seed by the 
way side. (20) But he that received the seed into 
~ stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it ; (21) Yet hath he 
‘not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, 
by and by he is offeaded. (22) He also that received 
seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; 
and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 
(23) But he that received seed into the good ground 
is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 

















A GROUP OF PARABLES 


(24) Another parable put he forth unto them, se. 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man XIII. 


which sowed good seed in his field: (25) But while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among | 
the wheat, and went his way. (26) But when the 

blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then 

appeared the tares also. (27) So the servants of the 

householder came and said unto bim, Sir, didst not 

thou sow good seed in thy field ? from whence then 

hath it tares? (28) He said unto them, An enemy 

hath done this. The servant said unto him, Wilt 

thou then that we go and gather them up? (29) 

But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, 

ye root up also the wheat with them. (80) Let both 

grow together until the harvest: and in the time of 

harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together 

first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 

them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 

(81) Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, The kingdom +’ heaven is like to a grain of 
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his 
field: (82) Which indeed is the least of all seeds: 
but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

(83) Another parable spake he unto them; The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
“woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened, 
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] (84) All these things spake Jesus unto the multi- 
tude in parables; and without a purablo spake he not 
untothem: (35) That it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will opea my 
mouth in parables; I will utter things which have 
been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 
E. (80) Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and 
went into the house: and his disciples came unto 
him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares 
of the field. 

(87) He answered and said uato them, He that 
soweth the good seed is the Son of man; (88) The 
field is the world; the good seed are the children of 
the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one; (39) The enemy that sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and 

I the reapers are the angels. (40) As therefore the 
tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so sball it 
be in the end of this world. (41) The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out 
of hiskingdom all things that offend, and them which 
do iniquity; (42) And shall cast them into a faranve 
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

| (43) Then shall the righteous shine forth as the suo 
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear. let him hear. 

(44) Again, the kingdom of heaven is lile unto 
treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath 
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyet that. field. 

















(45) Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, secking goodly pearls: (46) Who, 
when he had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all that he had, and bought it. 


THE MURDER OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame 
of Jesus, (2) And said unto his servants, This is Jobn 
the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore 
mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. (3) 
For Herod had laid hold on Jobn, and bound him, 
and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother 
Philip's wife. (4) For John said unto bim, It is nob 
lawful for thee to have her. (6) And when he would 
have put him to death, he feared the multitude, be- 
cause they counted him as a prophet. (6) But when 
Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias. 
danced before them, and pleased Herod. (7) Where- 
upon he promised with an oath to give her what- 
soever she would ask. (8) And she, being before 
instructed of her mother, said, Give me here John 
Baptist’s head in a charger. (9) And the king 
was sorry: nevertheless for the oath's sake, and 
them which sat with him at meat, he commanded 
it to be given her. (10) And he sent, and beheaded 
John in the prison. (11) And his head was brought 
in a charger, and given to the damsel: and she 
brought it to her mother, 
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(12) And his disciples came, and took up the body, 
‘and buried it, and went and told Jesus. (18) When 
Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a 
desert place spart: and when the people had heard 
thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities, 

(14) And Jesus went forth, and saw a great 
multitude, and was moved with compassion toward 
them, and he healed their sick. 





THE FEEDING OF THE MULTITUDE 


(15) And when it was evening, his disciples came 
to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time 
is now past; send the multitude away, that they may 
go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals, 
(16) But Jesus said unto them, They need not 
depart; give ye them to eat. (17) And they say 
unto him, We bave here but five loaves, and two 
fishes. (18) He said, Bring them hither to me. 
(19) And he commanded the multitude to sit down 
on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two 
fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and 
brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. (20) And they did all 
ent, and were filled: and they took up of the frag- 
ments that remained twelve baskets full. (21) And 
they that bad eaten were about five thousand men, 
beside women and children. 









THE CONDITION OF DISCIPLESHIP 


(24) Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. (25) For who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever 
his life for my sake shall find it. (26) For 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose bis own soul ? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul? (27) For the Son 
‘of man shall come in the glory of bis Father with 
his angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works, (28) Verily I say unto you, 
‘Phere be some standing here, which shall not taste 
of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom. 














THE TRANSFIGURATION 


And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, 
end John his brother, and bringeth them up into an 
high mountain apart, (2) And was transfigured 
before them; and his face did shine as the sun, and 
his raiment was white as the light. (8) And, behold, 
‘there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking 
with bim. (4) Then answered Peter, and said unto 
Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou 
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“wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for 





thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. (5) 
While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud over- 
shadawed them : and behold a voice out of the cloud, 
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye him. (6) And when the disci- 
ples beard it, they fell on their face, and were sore 
afraid. (7) And Jesus came and touched them, and 
said, Arise, and be not afraid. (8) And when they 
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save 
Jesus only. (9) And as they. came down from the 
mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the 
vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen 
again from the dead. 





THE HEALING OF AN EPILEPTIC BOY 
(14) And when they were come to the multitude, 


there came to him a certain man kneeling down to 


him, and saying, (15) Lord, have mercy on my 
son; for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes 
he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 
(16) And I brought him to thy disciples, and they 
could not cure him. (17) Then Jesus answered and 
said, O faithless and perverse generation; how long 
shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? 
bring him hither to me. (18) And Jesus rebuked 
the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child 
‘was cured from that very hour. 











BROTHERLY LOVE 


(19) Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and 
said, Why could not we cast him out ? (20) And 
Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for 
verily Isay unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
(21) Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer 
amd fasting. 


TEACHING IN REGARD TO HUMILITY, FOR- 
BEARANCE AND BROTHERLY LOVE 


At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, 
saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? (2) And Jesuscalled a little child unto 
him, and set him in the midst of them, (3) And 
said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. (4) Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, the same is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (5) And whoso 
shall receive one such little child in my name re- 
eeiveth me, (0) But whoso shall offend one of these 
little ones which believe in me, it were better for 
bim that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
‘and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
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(7) Woe unto the world because of offences ! for 
it must needs be that offences come ; but woe to 
that man by whom the offence cometh! (8) Where- 
fore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them 
off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee 
to enter into life balt or maimed, rather than having 
two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting 
fire. (9) And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee: itis better for thee to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes 
to be east into bell fire. 

(10) Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my father 
which is in heaven. 

(11) For the Son of man is come to save that 
which was lost. (12) How think ye ? if a man havo 
an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, 
doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into 
the mountains, ond seeketh that which is gone 
astray ? (13) And if so be that he find it, verily I 
say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than 
of the ninety and nine which went not astray. (14) 
Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 

(16) Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. (16) But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 








BROTHERLY LOVE 


the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may 
be established. (17) And ifhe shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as 
an heathen man and a publican. 

(18) Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and what- 
soaver ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. 

(19) Again I say unto you, That if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching any tbing that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which isin heaven. (20) For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them. 

(21) Then came Peter to him, and ssid, Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I for- 
give him ? till seven times ? (22) Jesus saith unto 
him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 
Until seventy times seven. (23) Therefore is tho 
kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, 
which would take account of bis servants. (24) 
And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 
(25) But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 
commanded him to be sold, and bis wife, and child- 
ren, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
(20) The servant therefore fell down, and worship- 
ped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and 
I will pay thee all, (27) Then the lord of that 
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servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt. (28) But the same ser- 
vant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, 
which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid 
hands on him, and took him by tbe throat, 
Pay me that thou owest. (29) And bis fello 
fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
(80) And he would not: but went and east him into 
Prison, fill he should pay tbe debt. (81) So 
when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord 
all that was done, (32) Then bis lord, after that 
he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked 
servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me: (33) Shouldest not thou also have 
bad compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had 
pity on thee ? (94) And his lord was wroth, and 
delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay 
all that was due unto him. 

(85) So likewise shall my heavenly Fatherdo 
also unto you.if ye from your hearts forgive not 
every one his brother their trespasses. 








THE FINAL DEPARTURE OF JESUS 
FROM GALILEE 
(61) And it came to pass, when the time was 1 
come that he should be received up, he stedfastly - 
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set his face to go to Jerusalem, (52) And sent 
messengers before his face: and they went, and 
entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for him, (53) And they did not receive him, 
because his face was as though be would go to Jeru- 
salem. (54) And when his disciples James and 
John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down from heaven, and 
consume them, even as Elias did? (55) But he 
turned, and rebuked them. and said, Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of. (56) For the Son 
of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them. And they went to another village. 

(57) And it came to pass, that, as they went in 
the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will 
follow thee whithersoever thou goest. (58) And Jesus 
said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nest; but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head. 

(69) And he said unto another, Follow me. But 
he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my 
father. (60) Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury 
their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of 
God, (61) And another also said, Lord, I will fcllow 
thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which 
are at home at my house, (02) And Jesus said unto 
him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
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THE CLEANSING OF THE TEN LEPERS 


(11) And it came to pass, as he went to Jeru- 
salem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria 
and Galilee. (12) And as he entered into a certain 
village, there met him ten men that were lepers, 
which stood afar off: (13) And they lifted up their 
voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 
(14) And when he saw them, he 
Go shew yourselves unto the priests, And it came 
to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 
(15) And one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 
God, (16) And fell down on his face at his feet, 
giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. (17) 
And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten 
cleansed? but where are the nine? (18) There are not 
found that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger, (19) And he said unto him, Arise, go thy 
way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 








THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 


(5) And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and 
tempted him, saying, Master, what shall Ido to 
inherit eternal life? (26) He said unto bim, What 
is written in the law? how readest thou ? (27) And 
he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
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God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and 
thy neighbour as thyself, (28) And he said unto 
him, Thou hast enswered right: this do, and thou 
shalt live, 
(29) But he, willing to justify himself, said unto 
Jesus, And who is my neighbour? (30) And Jesus 
answering said, A ceftain man went down from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and 
departed, leaving him half dead. (31) And by chance 
there came down a certain priest that way: and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side, 
(92) And likewise a Levite, when he was at the 
place, came and looked on him, and passed by on 
the other side. (83) But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw 
him, he had compassion on him, (84) And went to 
him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him, (85) And on 
the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take 
care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more. 
when I come again, I will repay thee. (86) Which 
now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour 
unto him that fell among the thieves? (87) And he 
said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then ssid 
Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 











































JESUS IN THE HOUSE OF MARY AND 
MARTHA 


: ET (88) Now it eame to pass, as they went, that he 

- entered into a certain village: and a certain woman 
named Martha received him into her house. (30) And 

she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at 
Jesus’ feet, and heard his word’ (40) But Martha 

was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, 

and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 

hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that 

she help me. (41) And Jesus answered and said — | 
unto ber, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things: (42) But one thing is 
needful: and Mary bath chosen that good part, E 
which shall not be taken away from her. 





A SABBATH DINNER AT THE HOUSE 
OF A PHARISEE 


Tuke And it came to pass,as he went into the house 
V9. of one of the chief Pharisees to ent bread on the 
sabbath day, that they watched him. (2) And, 
behold, there was a certain man before him which 
had the dropsy. (8) And Jesus answering spake 
unto the lawyers and Pharisces, saying, Is it lawful 
to heal on the sabbath day? (4) Andthey held —— 
‘their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and. 
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A SABBATH DINNER 


let bim go; (6) And answered them, ssying, Which 
of you shall bave an ass or an ox fallen into a. pit, 
and will not straightway pull bim out on the sabbath 
day? (6) And they could not answer bim again to 
these things. 

(7) And he put forth a parable to those which 
were bidden, when he marked how they chose out 
the chief rooms; saying unto them, (8) When thou 
art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in 
the highest room; lest a more honourable man 
than thou be bidden of him; (9) And he that bade 
thee and him come and say to thee, Give this 
man place; and thou begin with shame to take the 
lowest room. (10) But when thou art bidden, go 
and sit down in the lowest room; that when he 
that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, 
Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have 
worship in the presence of them that sit at meat 
with thee. (11) For whosoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. 

(12) Then said he also to him that bade him, 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not 
thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, 
not thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee 
again, and a recompence be made thee, (13) But 
when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maim- 
ed, the lame, the blind: (14) And thou shalt be 
blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 
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(15) And when one of them that sat at meat 
with bim heard these things, he said unto him, 
Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of 


(10) Then said he unto him, A certain man 
made a great supper, and bade many: (17) And 
sent his servant at supper time to say to them that 
were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 
(18) And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse, The first said unto him, I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I 
pray thee have me excused. (19) And another snid, * 
‘Ihave bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove ux 
them: I pray thee have me excused. (20) And 
‘another said, I have married a wife, and therefore ^ —— . 
Ieannot come. (21) So that servant came, and 
shewed his lord these things. Then the master of i 
the house being angry said to his servant, Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
‘bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and tho | 
halt, and the blind. (22) And the servant said, j 
Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet Es 
there is room. (29) And the Lord said unto the 
servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be " 
filled. (24) For I say unto you, That none of 
‘those men which were bidden shall taste of my 




















THE PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP AND 
THE PRODIGAL SON 


‘Then drew near unto him all the publicans and 


Lake, 
sinners for to hear him. (2) And the Pharisees und XV. 1-82, 


scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sin- 
ners, and eateth with them, (3) And he spake this 
Parable unto them, saying, (4) What man of you, 
having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder- 
ness, and go after that which is lost, until he find 
it? (6) And when he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing. (6) And when be cometh 
home, he calleth together his friends and neigh- 
' bours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I 
haye found my sheep which was lost. (7) I say, 
unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need no repentance, 

(8) Either what woman having ten pieces of 
silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, 
and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she 
find it? (9) And when she hath found it, she call- 
eth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, 
Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which 
I had lost. (10) Likewise, I say unto you, there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. 

(11) And he said, A certain man had two sons: 
(12) And the younger of them said to his father, 
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Father, give me the portion of goods that. falleth to 
me. And he divided unto them his living. (13) 
And not many days after the younger son gathered 
all together, and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 
(14) And when he bad spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that land; and he began to be 
in want. (15) And he went and joined himself to 
acitizen of that country; and he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine. (16) And he would fain have 
filled his belly with the husks thatthe swine did 
eat: and mo man gave unto him. (17) And when 
he came to himself, he said, How many hired ser- 
vants of my father's have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! (18) I will arise 
and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
(19) And am no more worthy to be called thy son 
make me as one of thy hired servants. (20) And 
he arose, and came to father, But when he 
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, fell on his neck, and kiss- 
ed him. (21) And the son said unto bim, Father, 
T have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, snd 
am no more worthy to be called thy son. (22) But 
the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on him; and puta ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet: (23) And bring hither 
the fated calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be 
merry : (24) For this my son was dead, and is alive 
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ngain; he was lost, andis found. And they began 
to be merry. 

(25) Now his elder son was in the field: and as 
hecame and drew nigh to the house, he heard 
musick and dancing, (26) And he called one of the 
servants, and asked what these things meant. (27) 
And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and 
thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he 
hath received him safe and sound. (28) And he 
was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his 
father out, and intreated him. (20) And he answer- 
ing said to his father, Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy 
commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a 
kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 
(80) But as soon as this thy son was come, which 
hath devoured thy living with harlote, thou bast 
killed for him the fatted calf. (31) And he said unto 
him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
have is thine. (82) It was meet that we should 
make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 





THE PARABLE OF DIVES 
AND LAZARUS 


(19) There was a certain rich man, which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
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sumptuously every day: (20) And there was a cer- 

tain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his 
gate, full of sores, (21) And desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 
table: moreover the dogs came and licked his 
sores. (22) And it came to pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 
(23) And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom. (24) And he cried and said, Father 
‘Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. (25) 
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in. thy 
life-time receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now heis comforted, and 
thou art tormented. (26) And beside all this, be- 
tween us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; 
‘neither can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence. 

(27) Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: 
(28) For T have five brethren; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of tor- 
ment, (29) Abraham saith unto him, They have 
‘Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. (30) 
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent. (81) 





















THE IMPORTUNATE WIDOW 5 


And he said unto him, Ifthey hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
‘one rose from the dead. : 


THE PARABLES OF THE IMPORTUNATE 
WIDOW AND THE PHARISEE AND THE 
PUBLICAN 


And he spake a parable unto them to this 
end, that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint; (2) Saying, There was in a city a judge, 
which feared not God, neither regarded man: (8) 
And there was a widow in that city; and she came 
unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 
(4) And he would not for a while: but afterward he 
said within himself, Though I fear not God, 


nor regard man; (5) Yet because this widow _ 


troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me. (6) And the Lord said, 
Hear what the unjust judge saith. (7) And shall 
not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and 
night unto him, though he bear long with them? 
(6) Itell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 
hhe find faith on the earth? 

(9) And he spake this parable unto certain which 
“trusted in thamselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others: (10) Two men went up into the 
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temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other 
a publican. (11) The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adul- 
terers, or even as this publican. (12) I fast twice 
in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess, (13) 
And tho publican, standing afar off, would not lift 
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote 
upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to mea 
sinner. (14) I tell you, this man went down to 
his house justified rather than the other: for every 
one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted, 


THE VISIT TO ZACCHJEUS 


(2) And, behold, there was a man named 
Zacebreus, which was the chief among the publicans, 
and he was rich. (3) And he sought to see Jesus 
who he was; and could not for the press, because 
he was little of stature, (4) And he ran before, 
and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: 
for ho was to pass that way. (5) And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and 
‘said unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, and come 
down; for to dey I must abide at thy house. (0) 
‘And he made haste, and came down, and received 
‘him joyfully. (7) And when they saw it, they all 





THE STORY OF THE RICH MAN — 58 


murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest 
with a man that is a sinner, (8) And Zacchwus 
stood, and ssid unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to. the poor; and if I have 
taken any thing from any man by false aceusation, 
lrestore him fourfold. (9) And Jesus said unto 
him, This day is salvation come to this house, 
forsomuch as he also son of Abraham. (10) 
For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. 





THE BLESSING OF LITTLE CHILDREN 


(18) Then were there brought unto him little 
children, that he should put his hands on them, and 
pray: and the disciples rebuked them. (14) But 
Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven, (15) And be laid his hands on them, and 
departed thence. 


THE STORY OF THE RICH YOUNG MAN 


(16) And, behold, one came and said unto him, 
Good Master, what good thing shall Ido, that I 
may have eternal life ? (17) And he said unto bim, 
Why callest thou me good? there is none good but 
one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments. (18) He saith unto him, 
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Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness, (19) Honour thy 
father and thy mother: and, Thowshalt love thy. 
neighbour as thyself. (20) The young man saith 
unto him, All these things have I kept from my 
youth up: what lack I yet? (21) Jesus said unto 
him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me, 

(22) But when the young man heard that saying, 
he went away sorrowful : for he had great possessions. 
(23) Then said Jesus unto bis disciples, Verily I say 
unto you, ‘Ihat a rich man shall hardly enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. (24) And again I say unto 
you, It is easier fora camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. (25) When his disciples heard it, 
they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then 
ean be saved? (26) But Jesus beheld them, and 
said unto them, With men this is impossible ; but 
with God all things are possible, 





THE PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS IN 
THE VINEYARD 


For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an houscholder, which went out early in 
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the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 
(3) And when he had agreed with the labourers for a. 
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
(8) And he went out about the third hour, and saw 
others standing idle in the market place, (4) And 
said unto them ; Go ye also into the vineyard, and 
whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went 
their way. (5) Again he went out about the sixth 
and ninth hour, and did likewise, (6) And about 
the eleventh bour he went out, and found others 
standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye 
here all the day idle? (7) They say unto him, 
Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, 
Go ye also into the vineyard ; and whatsoever is 
right, that shall ye receive. (8) So when even was 
come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, 
Gall the labourers, and give them their hire, begin- 
ing from the last unto the first. (9) And when they 
came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they 
received every man a penny. (10) But when the 
first came, they supposed that they should have 
received more; and they likewise received every, 
mana penny. (ll) And when they had received 
it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, 
(12) Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, 
and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day. (13) But 
he answered one of them, and ssid, Friend, I do 
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me 
for a penny? (14) Take that thine is, and go thy 




















50 SELECTIONS FROM THE BIBLE 


way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 
(15) Is it not lawful for me todo what I will with 
mine own ? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 

(16) So the last shall be first, and the first last: 
for many be called, but few chosen. 


THE PUBLIC ENTRY OF JESUS INTO 
JERUSALEM 


- And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and 
were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, 
then sent Jesus two disciples, (2) Saying unto 
them, Go into the village over against you, and 
straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with 
her: loose them, and bring them unto me. (3) And 
if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, Tho 
Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will 
send them. (4) All this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
(5) Tell yethe daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, 
‘and a colt the foal of an ass. (6) And the disciples. 
went, and did as Jesus commanded them, (7) And 
"brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their 
clothes, and they set him thereon, (B) Anda very 
“great multitude spread their garments in the way; 
‘others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed 
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them in the way. (9) And the multitudes that went 
before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna 
to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

(10) And when he was come into Jerusalem, all 
the city was moved, saying, Who is this? (11) and 
‘the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of 
Nazareth of Galilee. 


THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE 


(12) And Jesus went into the temple of God, 
and cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
cbangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 
(18) And said unto them, It is written, My house 
shall be culled the house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves. (14) And the blind and 
the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed 
them. (15) And when the chief priests and scribes 
saw the wonderful things that he did, and the chil- 
dren erying in the temple. and saying, Hosanna to 
the son of David; they were sore displeased, (10) 
And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? 
And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast 
perfected praise? (17) And he left them, and went 
‘out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. 
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THE BARREN FIG TREE 


(18) Now in the morning as be returned into the 
city, he hungered. (19) And when he saw a fig tree 
in the way, he came to it, and found nothing there- 
on, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit 
grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently 
the fig tree withered away, (20) And when the 
disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon 
is the fig tree withered away ! (21) Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye 
have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this 
which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou 
cast into the sea; it shall be done, (22) And all 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, 
all receive, 








THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS AND THE 
PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS 


(23) And when he was come into the temple, 
the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what 
authority doest thou these things? and who gave 
thes this authority? (24) And Jesus answered 
and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, 
which if ye tell me, I in likewise will tell you by 
what authority Ido these things. (25) The baptism 








THE MARRIAGE OF THE KING'S SON 60 
of Jobn, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? 
And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we 
shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why 
did ye not then believe him? (26) But if we shall 
say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John 
as a prophet, (27) And they answered Jesus, and 
said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, 
Neither tell I you by what authority I do these 
things. (28) But what think ye? A certain man 
had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, 
Son, go work to day in my vineyard. (29) He 
answered and said, I will not: but afterward he 
repented, and went. (80) And he came to the 
second, and likewise, And he answered and 
said, I go, and went not. (81) Whetbér of 
them twain did the will of his father? They say 
unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots 
go into the kingdom of God before you. (82) For 
John came unto you in the way of righteousness, 
and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the 
harlots believed him: and ye, when ye bad seen it, 














. repented not afterwards, that ye might believe him. 


THE PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE OF 
THE KING'S SON 


‘And Jesus answered and spake unto them 
again by parables, and said, (2) The kingdom 
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of heaven is like unto a certain king, which 
made a marriage for his son, (9) And sent 
forth his servants to call them that were bidden 
to the wedding: and they would not come. 
(4) Again, he sent forth other servants, saying. Tell 
them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all 
things are ready: come unto the marriage. (5) But 
they made light of it, and went their ways, one to 
his farm, another to his merchandise: (6) And the 
remnant took his servants, and entreated them 
spitefully, and slew them. (7) But when the 
heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his 
armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned 
up their city, (8) Then saith he to his servants, 
The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden 
were not worthy. (9) Go ye therefore into the 
highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage. (10) So those servants went out into the 
highways, and gathered together all as many as they 
found, both bad and good: and the wedding was 
furnished with guests. (11) And when the king came 
in to see the guests, he saw there aman which had 
mot on a wedding garment: (12) And he saith unto 
him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a. 
wedding garment? And he was speechless. (13) Then 
said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and cast bim into outer dark- 
mess; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
(14) For many are called, but few are chosen. 























INSIDIOUS QUESTIONS AND THE REPLIES 
OF JESUS 


(15) Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel Sk Ms 
how they might entangle him in his talk. (10) And 
they sent out unto him their disciples with the 
Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the 
person of men, (17) Tell us therefore, What 
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Cwsar, or not? (18) But Jesus perceived their 
wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye 
hypoorites? (19) Shew me the tribute money. 
And they brought unto him a penny. (20) And 
he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription? (21) They say unto him, Cesar's. 
Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto 
Cesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God 
the things that are God's. (22) When they had 
heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, 
and went their way. 

(23) The sume day came to him the Sadducees, 
which say that there is no resurrection, and asked 
him, (24) Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man 
die, having no children, his brother shall marry his 
wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. (25) Now 
there were with us seven brethren: and the first, 
when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having 
no issue, left his wife unto his brother: (20) 
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Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the 
seventh. (27) And last of all the woman died also. 
(28) Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall 
she be of the seven? for they all had her. 

(29) Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do 
err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of 
God. (80) For in the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
angels of God in heaven. (31) But as touching the 
resurrection of the dead, have ye nob read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, (82) I am 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living. 

(83) And when the multitude heard this, they 
were astonished at his doctrine, (34) But when the 
Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees 
tosilence, they were gathered together. (35) Then 
one of them, which was n lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting bim, and saying, (86) Master, 
which is the great commandment in the law? (87) 
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, (38) This is the first and great 
commandment. (89) And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. (40) 
‘On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 
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THE EVIL EXAMPLE OF SCRIBES AND 
PHARISEES 


Then puel Jesus to the multitude, and to go 





si in Moses’ seat: (3) All therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and 
do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, 
and donot. (4) For they bind heavy burdens and 
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them 
with one of their fingers. (5) But all their works 
they do for tobe seen of men: they make broad 
their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
garments, (6) And love the uppermost rooms at 
feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, (7) 
And greetings in the markets, and to be called of 
min, Rabbi, Rabbi. (8) But be not ye called Rabbi: 
for on» is your master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren. (9) And call no man your father upon 
the earth: for one is your Father, which is in 
heaven, (10) Neither be ye called masters: for one 
is your Master, even Chriet. (11) But he tbat is 
greatest among you shall be your servant. (12) 
And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; 
‘and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

(18) But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of he 
inst men: for ye neither go in yourselves, ni 
ye them that are entering to go in. 
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(14) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, ^ 
hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a 
pretence make long prayer; therefore ye shall receive 
the greater damnation. 

(15) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him two- 
fold more the child of hell than yourselves. 

(23) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 
the Inw, judgment, mercy, and faith : these ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. . 
(24) Ye blind guides, which strain ata gnat, and 
swallow a camel. 

(25) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup: 
E and of the platter, but within they are full of 

extortion and excess. (26) Thou blind Pharisee, 

cleanse first that which is within the cup and pla! 
ter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 

. . (Q7) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, = + 
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, E 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men's bones, and of all un- 
cleanness. (28) Even so ye also outwardly appear 
righteous unto mea, but within ye are full of - 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 

(87) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest — 

"the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto - 
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THE FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy"ehildren 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not! (88) Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. (89) For I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see me henceforth. till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 


THE WIDOW'S MITE 


And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting 
their gifts into the treasury. (2) And he saw also 
certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. 
(8) And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that 
this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: 
(4) For all these have of their abundance cast in 
unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury 
hath cast in all the living that she had. 


^ THE FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT 

(45) Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
- whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, 
to give thom meat in due season? (46) Blessed is 
that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall 
‘find so doing. (47) Verily I say unto you, That he 
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sball make him ruler over all his goods. (48) But 
and if tbat'evil servant shall say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coming; (49) And shallbegin to 
smite his fellowservants, and to eat. and drink with 
the drunken; (50) The lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in 
an hour that he is not aware of, (51) And shall cut 
liim asunder, and appoint bim his portion with the 
hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
tooth. 


THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 





‘Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. (2) And five of. them 
were wise, and five were foolish. (8) They that 
were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with 
them : (4) But the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. (5) While the bridegroom tarried, they : 
allslumbered and slept. (0) And at midnight there 

wasacrymade, Behold, the bridegroom comet 
go ye out to meet him. (7) Then all these virgins 
‘arose, and trimmed their lamps. (8) And the foolish . 
saiduntothe wise, Give us of your oil; for our 

lampsare gone out. (9) But the wise answered, 
saying. Not so; lest there be not enough for us and 
.— you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 


















THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS: 


yourselves, (10) And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage; and the door was shut, 
(11) Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. (12) But he auswered and 
suid, Verily I suy unto yop. I know you not. 

(13) Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh, 


THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 


(14) For the kingdom of heaven is as a man St 


travelling into a far country, who called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods, (15) 
And unto on» he gave five talents, to another two, 
amd to another one; to every, man according to bis - 
several ability; and straightway, took his journey. 
(16) Then he that had received the five talents went 
and traded with the same, and made them other 
five talents. (17) And likewise he that bad received 
two, he also gained other two. (18) But he that 
had received one went and digged in the earth, and 
hid bis lord's money. (19) After a long timo the 
Jord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with 
them. (20) And so he that hid reóeived five talents 
came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have 
gained beside them five talents more. (21) His lord 














08 SELECTIONS FROM THE BIBLE 


said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
Servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. (22) He also that had 
received two talents came and said, Lord, thou 
deliveredst unto me two talents: behold. I have 
gained two other talents beside them. (28) His 
lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
l will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. (24) Then he which 
had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I 
knew thee that thou art an bard man, reaping where 
thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast 
not strawed: (25) And I was afraid, and went and 
hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that 
is thine. (20) His lord answered and said unto him, 
‘Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest 
that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I 
have not strawed: (27) Thou oughtest therefore to 
have put my money to the exchangers, and then at 
my coming I should have received mine own with 
usury. (28) Take therefore the talent from him, 
and give it unto him which hath ten talents, (20) 
For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance; but from him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he hath. (80) 
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark- 
ness: there shall be weeping and guashing of teeth. 


THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS 


(81) When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory: (82) And before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats: (33) And he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the 
left, (84) Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world: (35) For I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink: I wasa stranger, and ye took me in: (36) 
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

(87) Then shall the righteous answer him, say- 
ing, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, ond fed 
‘theo? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? (88) When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee? (39) Or when saw we thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto thee? (40) And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

(41) Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: (42) 
For I was on hungred, and ye gave me no meat, T 
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was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: (43) I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in: naked and ye 
clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited 


me not. 
(44) Then shall they also answer him. saying, 
pP Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or à 


stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? (45) Then shall he answer 
them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not 

* tome. (46) And these shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment: but the righteous into life eternal, 








‘THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST JESUS AND 
THE SUPPER AT BETHANY 


“Bt Mstthew, — Andit came to pass, when Jesus bad finished all 
" these sayings, he said unto his disciples, (2) Ye know 
' that after two days is the feast of the passover, and = * 
the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified. 

(8) Then assembled together the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto 
the palace of the high priest, who was called : 
Caisphas, (4) And coneulted that they might take 
Jesus by subtilty, and kill him. (6) But they said, 
Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among 
the people. 




















THE CONSPIRACY AGAINSTJESUS — 7 


(6) Now when Jesus was in Bethsny, in the 
house of Simon the leper, (7) There come unto bim - 
& woman having an alabaster box of very precious 
ointment, and poured it on bis head, as he sat at 
meat. (8) But when his disciples saw it, they had 


- indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 


(9) For this ointment might bave been sold for 
much, and given to the poor. (10) When Jesus 
understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye 
the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon 
me. (11) For ye have the poor always with you; 
but me ye have not always. (12) For in that she 
hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it 
for my burial. (18), Verily I say unto you, Where- 
soever this gospel shall be preached in the whole 
world, there shall also this, that this woman bath 
done, be told for a memorial of her. 

(14) Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
‘Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, (15) And said 
unto them, What will ye give me, and I. will deliver 
him unto you? And they covenanted with him for 
thirty pieces of silver. (16) And from that time 
he sought opportunity to betray him, 
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THE LAST SUPPER OF JESUS WITH HIS 
DISCIPLES 


(17) Now the first day of the feast of unleavened 
bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto 
him, where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 
eat the passover? (18) And be said, Go into the 
city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master 
saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the passover 
at thy house with my disciples. (10) And the dis. 
ciples did as Jesus bad appointed them; and they 
made ready the passover. 

(20) Now when the even was come, he sat down 
with the twelve. (21) And as they did eat, he said, 
Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray 
me. (22) And they were exceeding sorrowful, and 
began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is 
itI? (28) And he answered and said, He that 
dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall 
betray me. (24) The Son of man goeth as it is 
written of him: but woe unto that man by whom 
‘the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for 












— that man if he had not been born, (25) Then Judas, 


which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is 
jt I? He said unto him, Thou hastsaid. —— 

(26) And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed it and brake it, and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 
(27) And he took the cup, and gave thanks, und gave 
jt to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; (28) For this 
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is my blood of the new testament, whieh is shed for. 















THE AGONY AT GETHSEMANE 


many for the remission of sins, (29) But I say unto 
you, T will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the 
vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father's kingdom. 

(80) And when they had sung on bymo, they 
went out into the mount of Olives. (81) Then 
saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended 
because of me this night: for it is written, I will 
smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 
shall be scattered abroad. (82) But after I am 
risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 

(88) Peter answered and said unto him, Though 
all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will 
I never be offended. (34) Jesus said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the 
cock crow. thou shalt deny me thrice. (85) Peter 
said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet 
will Inot deny thee. Likewise also said all the 
disciples. 


THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN OF 
GETHSEMANE 


(86) Then cometh Jesus with them unto a 
place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the dis- 
‘ciples, Sit ye here. while I go and pray yonder, 
(87) And he took with him Peter and the two sons of 





“Zebedee, and begun to be sorrowful and very heavy. 
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(88) Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceed- cs 
‘ing sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and ‘ 
watch with me. (89) And he went a little farther, ~ 
and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will but as thou wilt, 
(40) And be cometh unto the disciples, and findeth 
them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye 
not watch with me one hour? (41) Watch and pray. 
that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
(42) He went away again the second time, 
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may 
not pass away from me, except I drink it, tby will 
be done, (43) And he came and found them asleep: 
again: for their eyes were be (44) And he 
left them, and went away again, and prayed the p 
third time, saying the same words. (45) Then 
cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour 
is at hend, and the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. (46) Rise, let us be going: ' 
behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. 
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THE BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF 
JESUS , 


the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude ^ 
with swords and staves, from the chief priests and — 
elders of the people. (48) Now he that betrayed 
him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I sball 
kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. (49) And forth- 
with he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and 
kissed him. (60) And Jesus said unto bim, Friend, 
wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and 
laid hands on Jesus, and took bim. 

(61) And, behold, one of them which were with 
Jesus stretched out bis hand, and drew his sword, 
and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote 
off his ear. (62) Then said Jesus unto him, Put 
up again thy sword into bis place: for all they that 
take the sword shall perish with the sword. (53) 
"Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, 
and he sballpresently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels ? (64) But bow then shull the 
scriptures be fulfilled, tbat thus it must be? 

(55) In that same hour said Jesus to tbe multi. 
tudes, Are ye come out against a thief with ^ 
swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with 
you teaching in the temple, «nd ye laid no hold on 
me. (66) But all this was done, that the scriptures 
of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the dis- 
ciples forsook him, and fled. 





















THE TRIAL BEFORE THE JEWISH 
‘ AUTHORITIES 


(57) And they that bad laid hold on Jesus led 
ay to Caisphas the high priest, where the 
scribes and the elders were assembled. (58) But 
Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest’s 
palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to 
see the end. 

(69) Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the 
council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put 
him to death; (60) But found none: yea, though 

_ many false witnessses came, yet found they none. 
At the last came two false witnesses. (61) And 
said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the 
temple of God, and to build it im three days, (02) 
And the high priest arose, and said unto him, 
Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these 
witness againt thee? (63) But Jesus held bis peace, 
And the high priest answered and said unto him, 
Tadjure thee by the God, that thou tell us 
whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. (64) 
Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless 
Tsay unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven. 

(65) Then the high priest rent his clothes, say- 
ing, He bath spoken blasphemy; whnt further need 
have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his 
blasphemy. (66) What think ye? They answered 
and said, He is guilty of death. (67) Then did 




















“ing, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that 
. smote thee? & 
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THE END OF JUDAS 

they spit in bis face, and buffeted him ; and 

smote bim with the palms of their hands, (08) 


THE END OF JUDAS AND THE TRIAL 
BEFORE PILATE 


When the morning was come, all the chief St. Matti 
priests and elders of the people took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to death: (2) And when they had 
bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to 
Pontius Pilate the governor. e 

(3) Then Judas, whieh had betrayed him, when 
he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, 
and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the "i 
chief priests and elders, (4) Saying, I have sinned e] 
in that Ihave betrayed the innocent blood. And 
they said, What is that to us? see thou to that, 

(6) And he cast down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 

(6) And the chief priests took the silver pieces 
and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the 
treasury, because it is the price of blood, (7) And 
they took counsel, and bought with them the pot- 

‘ter’s field, to bury strangers in. (8) Wherefore that 
field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 
(9) Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by 
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| Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was 
valued, whom they of the children of Israel did 
value ; (10) And gave them for the potter's field, as 
the Lord appointed me. 

(11) And Jesus stood before the governor: and 
the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King 
) of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 

(12) And when he was accused of the chief priests 
and elders, he answered nothing. (13) Then said 
Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not lipw many things 
© 4 hey witness against thee? (14) And he answered 
l "V him to nevera word; insomuch that the governor 





1 marveled greatly. 
© - Q6) Now at that feast the governor was wont to 
.* release unto the people a prisoner, whom they 

y would, (10) And they had then a notable prisoner, 
* called Barabbas. (17) Therefore when they were 


gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom 
will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus 
»7 which is called Christ? (18) For he knew that for 
envy they had delivered him. (19) When he was 
set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto 
him,saying, Have thou nothing to do with that 
just man: for I have suffered many things this day 
in a dream because of him. (20) But the chief 
priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they 
should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. (21) The 
* governor answered and said unto them, Whether 
i of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They 
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said, Barabbas. (22) Pilate saith unto them, What — 


shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ ? 
They all say unto him, Let him be crucified. — (28) 
And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he 
done? But they cried out the more; saying, Let 
him be crucified. (24) When Pilate saw that he 
could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was 
made, he took water, and washed his hands before 
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person: see ye to it. (25) Then answered 
all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and 
on our children, (26) Then released he Barabbas 
unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he. 

, 





delivered him to be crucified. 
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THE SCOURGING AND CRUCIRIXION 
OF JESUS 


. (27) Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him. 
the whole band of soldiers. (28) And they stripped 
him, and put on him a scarlet robe. (29) And when 
they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon 


^. his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they 


_ bowed the knee before him, and mocked him; saying, 
Hail, King of the Jews! (80) And they spit upon 


him, and took the reed, and smote him on the 


end, (81) And after that they had mocked bim, 
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God; let him deliver him now, if be will have | 





80 SELECTIONS FROM THE BIBLE 


they took the robe off from him, and put his own s 
raiment on him, and led him away to crucify 
him. 

(82) And as they came out, they found a man 
of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to 
bear his cross. (33) And when they were come Hk 
unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place 
of askull, (34) They gave him vinegar to drink 
mingled with gall : and when he had tasted thereof, © E 
he would'not drink. (35) And they crucified him, J 
and parted his garments, casting lots: that it f 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by'the ron, 

They parted my garments among them, and upon 
my vesture did they cast lots. 

(86) And sitting down they watched) him there 5 
(87), And'set up over his head his ac | written, 
This is Jesus the King of the Jews. (88) Then 
were there two thieves crucified with him, one on. 
the right hand, and another on the left. rv 
they that passed by reviled him, waggi 
hends, (40) And saying, Thou that destrofest" the 
temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself, 
1t iie beíhe Son of God, come dowh from the 

(41) Likewise also the chief priests mocking 
io, with the scribes and elders, said, (42) He 
saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be they “~~ 
King of Israel, let him now come down from the, s nh 
cross, and we will believe him. (49) He trusted in 














“Yor he sxid, Tam the Son of God. (44) Th 
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also, which were crucified with him, cast the same 
in his teeth. 

(45) Now from the sixth hour there was dark- 
neso over all the land unto the ninth hour. (46) And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
(47) Some of them that stood there, when they heard 
that, said, This man calleth for Elias. (48) And 
straightway one of them ran, and took inge, 
and fled it with vinegar, ^ gnd-put it on a. reed, 
and gave him to drink. (49) The rest said, Let be, 
let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 

(50) Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud 

jice, yielded Up the ghost. 
IAS 




















unto him: (66) Among which was Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the 
| mother of Zebedee's children. i 
(57) When the even was come, there came & 
Tieh mun of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also 
"I-Bimself was Jesus' disciple: (68) He went to Pilate, 
“fnd-begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate com- 
ded the body to be delivered. (59) And when 
te M. 
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Joseph had taken the body; he wrapped! it ina 
clean linen cloth, (60) And aid it in his own “new 
tomb, which he bad hewn out in the rock: and he 
rolled a great stone to the door of the. sepulehre, 
and departed. (61) And there. was Mary Magda- 
Jeng, and the other Mary, sitting over against the 
sepulehre. 
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THE STORY OF THE RESURRECTION 


XXVITA2 Inthe end of the subblith, us it began to dawn 
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toward the first day of the week, ‘came Mary Magda 
Tene,and the other Mary to see the sepulehre. 
(2) And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for 
the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and. 
came and rolled back the stone from the doom did 
sat uponit. (8) His countenance was like lightning, 
and bis raiment white as snow; (4) And for fear of 
him the kecpers did shake, and became as dead 
men, (5) And the angel answered and said urito the 
"women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seck 
Jesus, which was crucified." (0) He is not here:for 
he is risen, aa he seid. Come, see the place re. 
the Lor ly. (T) And go quickly, and tel 
^ disciples thnt he is risen. from the ; and, behol J 
^ Lege aae er shall ye sea 
ge Àj 
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disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. 
And they came and held him by the feet, and wor- 
shipped him. (10) ‘Then said Jesus unto them, Be 
mot afraid: go: tell my brethren that they go into 
Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

(11) Now when they were going, behold, some of 
the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the 
»chief priests all the things that were done. (12) And 
when they were assembled with the elders, and 
had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the 
soldiers, (18) Saying, Say ye, His disciples came 
by night, and stole him away while we slept, (14) 
And _ if this come to the. governor's ears, we will 
persuade him, and secure you. (15) So they took 
the money, and did as they were taught: and this 

_seying is commonly reported among the Jews until 
this day. 

(16) Thenthe eleven disciples went away into- 
Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed 
them. (17) And when they saw him, they wor- 
shipped him: but some doubted, (18) And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven. andin earth. (19) Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name óf the Father, and of the'Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: (20) Teaching them | to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, 
Iam with you Es even unto the end of the 
world, Amen ^ 
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